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Colomba Gertrude Gandolfi (9)

San Angelo

June 4, 1754

J.C.P.

I received your letter, but I confess I have no light. For that reason I wrote from Orbetello that you should 
not write me any more. Now I know that I wrote in accord with the Will of God, and in reading your last 
letter I am confirmed in that opinion. I have had a certain experience after I read your letter that had me 
personally understand that I ought not mingle in areas of direction of spirit, except for my brothers in the 
Congregation toward whom I am obliged in justice because of the office on my shoulders. God knows how 
willingly I would cooperate for the perfection of all souls, but I see that the Blessed God is not giving me 
light, nor does he want that from me, especially in directing women. If God wanted it, understanding would 
be there.
Now is the time for me to prepare for my ultimate journey to a merciful eternity. I see that I have lost my 
salvation, and I also see that the lights certain souls have about me — I am speaking of you as well — are 
false lights that do not come from above, but from nature and their own imaginations. But after I have 
written this last letter, I am repentant … and I will not send any more. It is true that it was filled with holy 
matters, but that is not important. It seems to me the Lord wants no more of that from me, and this is abso-
lutely clear to me.
But in order not to leave you so dry, I tell you for the last time, as a most unworthy minister of Jesus Christ, 
to examine yourself well if your high degree of prayer keeps your dominant passions in check, that is, 
both irascible and concupiscible; see whether in unforeseen encounters you exercise great patience, great 
meekness and true silence, within and without, with those who attack you; examine how you stand with 
knowledge of your own nothing and how you love being despised; see whether you are hidden as much 
as possible from creatures, without ever speaking about yourself except to accuse yourself of your imper-
fections and shortcomings; how you are with charity toward all your sisters, equal toward all, subject to 
all, peaceful with all. Examine all this, and other things besides, with the light the Lord will give you. If 
the prayer you speak about in your letter produces these effects, things are going well; if it is not bringing 
forth such fruits, it is an illusion and a deceit. Speak with your confessor and explain yourself with brevity 
of words, exactness, and openness in laying open your interior wounds as they occur. The just man, says 
Scripture, is the first to accuse himself. This should be the first point of your conference. Never pass over 
this, and pray for me, who am so needy, and for our Congregation. Be assured that I will pray for you. That 
will be our correspondence. Jesus bless you and make you as holy as I desire.
Your worthless servant,
Paul of the Cross


