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Thomas Fossi (60)

Presentation

April 9, 1754

Dear Thomas, My Beloved Son in Christ,
I received your letter, consigned to me by Father Fulgentius and dated March 12. I rejoice to read of your 
resignation to the merciful visitation of the Lord in your financial losses. You say well that this is the fruit 
of my prayers. For in praying for our benefactors, I ask the Divine Mercy to give them a reward, even in 
temporal matters, so that they can more readily give alms to the poor, and in exchange they incur trouble 
and temporal losses, but not all. The majority of the benefactors, through the prayers of these servants of 
God, are prosperous. But some for whom I pray find troubles coming to them. Now enough. Let us adore 
the divine dispositions in everything. Arm yourself with patience and resignation. “I have never seen the 
just man deserted, nor his offspring begging bread,” said the holy David.
Continue to live devoutly in your state in life and keep watch over your family so that all serve the Lord, and 
the divine mercies and blessings will never be wanting to you. So far I am not certain if there will be a holy 
mission here, but it is most probable! After that, I leave immediately for Sabina for the same apostolic work.
I would not know what to advise you about coming here or making the trip to Loreto, both because of 
increasing your expenses in the midst of your losses and leaving your home without your assistance and 
oversight. This is as much as I can say in the midst of my tasks. I recommend myself more to your devout 
prayers and those of your household, and in leaving I affirm in haste from a true heart that I am,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


