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Thomas Fossi (59)

Soriano

February 19, 1754

Leaving.

J.C.P.

Dear Thomas, My Beloved Son in Christ,
As I find myself here on my journey, the letters from Viterbo reached me by post. Among them I found your 
welcome one. I am answering it in a hurry since I am leaving on an affair for the glory of God. I rejoice that 
the habit arrived and that you have your good little son wearing it. I pray Jesus to make your son holy and a 
son of our Congregation. For now be satisfied with that; for good reasons it is best not to do more. You are 
such a great benefactor that it never occurred to us to ask for an alms for the habit, but you are being gen-
erous and God will grant you a greater reward. Even holy Daniel was called a man of desires; the Prophet 
David tells us that God hears the desires of the poor. You should remain in your nothingness, in silence and 
hope, abandoned in the bosom of God; in the inner temple of your spirit there will come a time when you 
will see, accomplished at least in part, the desires that God gives you.
With regard to tuna fishing nets, I have no advice to give you for I do not understand that area, so get your 
advice from God and from prudent men who are experts in those matters. Then make your decision in the 
Lord as the Lord inspires you.
I will not fail to give your greetings to all, and be assured of our prayers. Pray for me and for the Congre-
gation. Greet your wife for me, and your children, whom I see in the Side of Jesus, where I enclose you, 
and from the heart I am always,
Your true servant in Christ,
Paul of the Cross


