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A Rector of the Congregation (1)328

San Angelo

February 8, 1754

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
Your welcome letter gave me much comfort and edification. I received it on my arrival here on my return 
from the mission. It was a grace that I arrived alive and well; I wallowed on foot through heavy snow, rain, 
and mud with Father Anthony. If Father Anthony continues as he is doing now, it will be a great good for 
him and the Congregation. All the time available to him, he spends before the Blessed Sacrament. Thanks 
be to God. May he humble himself in everything and flee from conversations, etc. Let all pray that he con-
tinue, as I hope.
I rejoice in the Lord that everything is readjusted and your reward will be very great. The vice rector is a 
true Israelite. Let us bless the Lord. I believe that the Father Provincial will send at least three clerics, etc.
Father Sebastian tells me that he sent Father Peter to Paliano to have six in that Retreat.329 I do not under-
stand him for I know that Retreat is not now established and will not be in good order until this coming Oc-
tober. I will not consent to such a foundation if I am not present there. I would hope he will have returned. 
I have written the provincial several posts ago and asked him to send a letter to this Retreat.
Share this letter with the provincial, and I am not consenting that any of our religious be at that Retreat until 
it is established, for that is not right. Even though Father Isidore says that is necessary, I will never consent 
until it is formally established. Let Father Provincial know all this, for I do not have the time to write him 
since I am leaving tomorrow to conduct a retreat at a convent. Have them write to me here at San Angelo. 
I am nearby here and will receive the letters safely.
I have an army of convents to take care of, but God will provide since I am dividing them up. I will take four 
and Father John Baptist will take three. Out of charity let them have Father Peter return for holy reasons; it 
is not good for him to be there alone.
Dear Father Rector, I will give you one line: “Walk before the Lord and be perfect.” Love to stay alone 
within, reposing in the spirit of God, with your sight on your own nothing, and do all well, combining activ-
ity with prayer. Greet Father Sebastian especially; I am not writing to him for I do not have the time. Try to 
gain Francis. Ah, he is a thorn for me! I want to hope for good. I am writing in great haste. Pray for us and 
Jesus bless you all. Goodbye. Write me here at San Angelo. Greet the Father Procurator.
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the †
___________________________________________________________________
328. This seems to be Father John Mary Cioni, rector of Terracina. There had been a fire in the building on New Year’s Eve. 
Things seem to be about normal once again. However, Paul is quite disturbed to learn that there are several religious living at the 
Retreat in Paliano, which he knows is not finished and has not been formally established.

329. The vicar at Terracina at this time was Father Sebastian Giampaoli, professed in March 1747 and ordained in 1752. He was 
superior in several retreats. He died in 1772. Paul refers to him several times in future letters. The Father Peter mentioned in the 
letter is Peter Maria Ciampolini, professed in 1746, ordained in 1750, and dismissed in 1754.


