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John Francis Sancez (13)

San Angelo

January 19, 1754

J.C.P.

Dear Sir,
The charitable assistance and the holy labors that your piety uses in favor of this holy Retreat and all the 
Congregation, especially your cooperation in the new building of the novitiate, which is so helpful, is as-
cending to the Divine Presence as a sweet-smelling incense, bringing on you and your household a rain of 
copious blessing from heaven. I am glad to hear that a clear decision of the Father Vice Rector has been 
taken to use the donation in question for the new building.
In the ordinary post for Monday, I found enclosed in the letter from Father Fulgentius the reply from the 
cardinal to the representatives. I have now sent it back to Father Fulgentius. I received other letters from the 
vicar general, in which he explains to me the prudent reasons to delay the mission for the coming Sunday 
after Easter. Since they seemed to me correct and well founded for the greater service of God and the spiri-
tual advantage of souls, and would not run into a serious interference with the coming carnival for the mili-
tary, so I am answering him in the current mail with a letter in the best way I can — for all the more reason 
that the vicar assures that such a delay meets with the approval of the cardinal — in which I state that with 
all my soul I agree with the wise and prudent reflections that I will put off some of my heavy obligations in 
order to come with a companion to conduct the holy mission there on the Sunday after Easter, etc. It truly 
seems to me that in this way it will go better in the Lord. I beg you to do me the favor of assuring these 
worthy representatives that I would come immediately to be of service to them, but the reasons listed above, 
which tend to the greater service of God and the profit of our neighbor, have prevailed over me, and I have 
no doubts that they, too, should agree and be assured of the truthful service and gratitude that I profess, and 
will always profess, to this illustrious and beloved city.
In regard to the lay carpenter, I approve with all my heart that he come to the novitiate; it would be well for 
you to have the goodness to let the Father Master know.
I ask your kindly pardon in not replying to your letter that I received around the end of the mission in Bieda, 
for I was loaded with work. I enclose you in the sacred Side of Jesus, along with Barbara and all your pious 
household, and end while affirming I am with all my soul,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


