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Cardinal Prospero Sciarra Colonna

1753

Your Eminence,
The experience of some years has shown that the sickness in the hot months of July and August among the 
novices arise from the exhalations from the lagoon.
For many years the novices who come from healthful air are attacked by tertian and quartan fevers, which 
begin in the hottest months of July and August and continue all summer. Having consulted with the experts, 
it is judged that they come from exhalations from the lagoon, which dries up at this time. To meet this crisis 
I have sent a petition to His Majesty, the King of the Two Sicilies, to request the concession of a site close 
to this Retreat and more protected from the sirocco and the exhalations that arise from the lagoon, to build 
some cells with a small chapel to lodge the novices but forming a single entity with this Retreat. In this way 
I have been assured by the doctors that the novices will stay healthy, and there will remain in this Retreat a 
wing that can receive ten or twelve retreatants, both clerics and poor seculars who would desire that, since 
those who are accustomed to live here find the air healthful.
Just today, with the ample royal consent of His Majesty, we received solemn possession. So now I have 
thought it my strict obligation to inform Your Eminence with my face in the dust and humbly at your feet, 
and to ask your approval, along with your holy blessing, with this respectful letter and with full confidence 
in the charity previously experienced from the always generous piety of Your Eminence.
Even though the retreat at this venerable convent in Orbetello has ended, I am under assault with a fever, 
occasioned by the hardships of three months of incessant labor for our neighbor. Nevertheless, I hope with 
the Mercy of God to be able to cooperate after Easter with your zeal and give the holy mission in Orbetello 
in accord with your piety and much desired by the military.


