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John Francis Sancez (12)324

Toscanella

December 25, 1753

J.C.P.

Dear Sir,
Last night I received your welcome letter in the ordinary post. I can assure you that I have the health of 
Signora Barbara, your pious wife, much at heart. I tell you that, although I am not that which your wife 
believes me to be, I will continue to cry out to the Lord and have others who are true servants of God do 
so. I beg her not to have the least apprehension, since that would harm her and bring on some upset. She 
knows that I have always told her to fear nothing. I am writing in haste after the sacred ceremony of the 
Holy Night, in which God knows I cried out for your esteemed person and all your household. I am sure 
that the divine blessing will shower upon you all.
Last night I received a letter from the official there. In it he tells me that there has been a favorable reply 
from the court for the site we requested for a novitiate. He tells me that His Majesty has directed him to per-
sonally make the solemn concession. I have answered him on this very Holy Night in the best way I could.
I ask you, as our syndic, to go in my name and to go along with him to assist at the concession. Oh, what a 
profitable favor for our whole Congregation!
Perhaps in February I could have the good fortune to come and serve this illustrious city. I may find myself 
there in January, for I have two small missions beginning tomorrow and ending on January 13. It is not 
prudent for me to do otherwise, for that would irritate the cardinal.
It is a good idea once more to send the requests to him, setting out the desires of the military officials, etc. 
Oh, in what a hurry I find myself and how many letters I have to write! Out of charity excuse my mistakes. 
I enclose you in the sacred Side of Jesus, along with your wife, Barbara, and all your house, and from the 
heart I sign myself and thank you for the eels.
The official wrote that the dispatch has not been published, but he wanted to write to me beforehand to find 
out whether I could come and assist at the ceremony. I have replied that I will not be able to do so because 
of the missions, and that I will write to the superior of the Retreat to assist in my place. If then there is a 
chance for missions around January 20 or 25, I will be at the Mount, and at the beginning of February I 
would open the mission.
I recommend myself to your charity so that you be of assistance in everything that is necessary and in the 
negotiations for the Retreat with the official.
If you have something to ask, write: “Vetralla, Retreat of San Angelo.” I will safely receive such letters 
since I am nearby on the missions.
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
324. This is Paul’s Christmas letter written at The Oak. He prays for John’s wife in her illness and announces the gift he has 
received, namely, the royal approval of a “favorable reply” for the location of a building for the novices. Because of several mis-
sions he is giving, Paul cannot attend the ceremony of this concession. Accordingly, he asks Sancez to represent him.


