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Maria Cherubina Bresciani (38)

Toscanella

December 16, 1753

J.C.P.

Jesus be in your heart. Amen.
This morning I received the letter which was forwarded from Mount Argentario. Since it was filled with 
ceremonies and things of no importance, I am replying briefly. The baseless rumor going around about the 
foundation of convents for women is not true, since I do not have a thought about that because there is no 
way open for that. I want to believe that you are continuing your exercises of perfection and that you are 
putting into practice the direction given you in voice and writing. I will not neglect to recommend you con-
tinuously to the blessed God, and you should do that for me, for I am in great calamities and needs. You ask 
me to pray for the Mother Vicaress, who was my first disciple. I am shocked as I am not aware that she has 
ever been my disciple, neither she nor anyone. Let us pause here. If I hear one person’s confession, does 
that make her my disciple? I do not have such an idea in my head; and God prevent me from having such 
an idea. That I am, perhaps, a master? A poor and ignorant rag like me? Let her know that I do not have any 
idea of having disciples, but I must be the disciple of others. What I pray for is to be faithful to God and 
continue the life I have begun.
I thank the Mother Abbess and the others for the charity they have for me, and I enclose them in the holy 
Side of Jesus, where I see them in my cold prayers. I am writing in haste, loaded down with tasks. Jesus 
bless you. Amen.
Your useless servant
Paul of the Cross


