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Thomas Fossi (57)

Orbetello

November 9, 1753

J.C.P.

My Dear Thomas and Son in Christ,
I arrived at the holy Retreat last Saturday afternoon, well soaked with rain. I received your welcome letter, 
and I was notified by our religious of your boundless charitable assistance to them. Your reward will be 
great in the Lord. Now I find myself here in Orbetello, where I have not yet settled in, and here I found 
Father John Ribera, to whom I am consigning this letter. Before I forget, by the advice of Brother Bonaven-
ture I should tell you to continue, with the blessing of the Lord, the construction of the room that has been 
started. I did not think of that when I last wrote.
Dear Thomas, always take more courage in carrying the cross in silence and hope, remaining hidden in 
God in your interior and reposing on the divine bosom of the Heavenly Father. Believe me, your conduct 
is according to God and your life is hidden with Christ in God as the Apostle writes. Deal with creatures in 
accord with your present needs and household interests, but without being overly cautious, since the less 
you treat with creatures, even though they are devout, especially with women — out of the question — the 
more occasions you will have for lovingly treating with God.
You have received and are receiving stupendous graces from His Divine Majesty, and for years in a special 
way you have been called by the Lord to a holy and divine solitude of heart and to a peaceful repose in a 
holy silence of faith and love in God, all clothed within with the holy pains of the gentle Jesus. Cultivate 
your interior by frequent recollection in God with a sweet arousing of faith and rejection of everything cre-
ated, etc., practicing virtue in accord with your state in life, especially knowledge of your nothingness and 
love of being despised while suffering and being silent.
Greet your Signora Victoria in the Lord, along with all your family. Let them pray much for me since my 
needs are extreme. I know they are trying, especially a military personage, to have me come and give a 
mission on the island. But who knows whether I will be able, seeing the duties of my office. Only time will 
tell. Now enough! I wish to do the Will of God.
I am staying at this Retreat all of November. Then I will leave to embrace new crosses. However, I do this 
without any spirit and with small virtue. Jesus make you as holy as I desire and hope. Amen. I thank you 
in Jesus Christ for the charity you never cease to use toward me, and may the Lord reward you. Brother 
Bonaventure tells me he will send the habits for your boys with the next boat. I am from all my heart,
Your affectionate, obliged servant,
Paul of the Cross


