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Teresa Danei (1)320

Soriano

October 20, 1753

Leaving for the other Retreats.

I will not be back until June.

J.C.P.
May the holy Passion of Jesus

and the Sorrows of Mary Most Holy
be always in our hearts.

I read with edification your letter, dated September 18 and received in the post yesterday morning, as I find 
myself here on the holy Visitation of the Retreat of Soriano. Since I do not have time to go into depth, I am 
telling you briefly my thoughts regarding Catherine’s business. To make sure I would give you good advice, 
at an early hour this morning I celebrated Holy Mass at the altar of Mary Most Holy, and I petitioned, espe-
cially for you, my two sisters, and for our brother Joseph, so that the Lord would enlighten him, and have 
him choose a path of salvation for her, and in that way he will be free of any fault. I hope good will come.
I tell you then that I would rejoice in Jesus Christ if that would happen, as you inform me with Catherine, 
seeing the excellent report you give me of her fiance, both in regard to his status, but what is more import-
ant, his kindness and habits. I wish I were able to cooperate with my very blood. But in truth there is no 
way at all that I could help as you request since we live in rigorous poverty, seeing that our Congregation 
has no fixed income whatever. Our Retreats receive only enough alms to maintain themselves religiously 
in accord with our holy Rules.
That person whom you suggested I could approach and recommend to him this great work of charity, the 
Lord has already taken him to his eternal repose, as I firmly hope, since he was endowed with great piety. 
So the only thing I can do is to recommend this affair to the Lord, day and night, so that he will make the 
affair come out to his greater glory.
Meanwhile, I give you this advice. Inform yourselves well, especially regarding the quality of the intended 
spouse, his honorable birth, his possessions, and especially regarding his piety. If the report you gave me 
stands up, you could persuade our brother Joseph to turn over to them all he owns in house and land, with 
the provision that you have the interest from it while you live. See whether with this offer the intended 
would be willing to be satisfied, pointing out to him the great dowry he would have if he performs this 
charity, in return for which His Divine Majesty will rain over him plenteous blessings, both spiritual and 
temporal. This arrangement should be drawn up by a learned and pious ecclesiastic.
Joseph should have no difficulty with what I propose, since he is no longer in a position to get married. If 
he were to do so, he would be very sorry in a short time and would realize that he harmed himself, seeing 
the poverty with which the Lord wishes to save his soul, if he is not wanting in this.
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The person you recommend to my prayers because he is walking on the path to hell since he is visiting a 
house of ill fame and is obstinate in his sin, while wishing to enter marriage with such a person, I confess 
has caused me horror and pain at the same time as I reflect on the imminent ruin of such a soul. If he does 
not repent, I seem to see a quick and terrible chastisement hovering over that person. What is more im-
portant, he will take a leap from bed into hell. I do not know who that person is, for you did not tell me, 
However, I think I can hazard a guess. Since corrections have not turned him around, it is necessary to make 
use of a qualified ecclesiastic, especially a good pastor, to speak to the bishop or the vicar general and have 
him called in and administer a charitable but stern correction, accompanied by an absolute precept not ever 
to approach that house again. It is necessary to obtain a zealous confessor and have him make a general 
confession.
Oh God! if such a person does not repent, I fear with great reason that in a short time he will encounter a 
tremendous scourge and, what frightens me more, will have an evil death and fall into hell. So it is neces-
sary to use every remedy to save such a soul. I will pray and have prayers offered by our good religious, 
especially by Father John Baptist, who is here and greets you in Jesus Christ. Father Anthony has gone back 
to the Retreat of the Presentation on Mount Argentario.
Courage, my blessed sister. Take heart, for I expect great good from you. Since your soul is very dear to 
God, God has always had you walk the way of the holy cross. O fortunate you! Be thankful to God for he 
has freed you from so many dangers. Do not ever abandon holy prayer and meditation on the holy sufferings 
of Jesus Christ and the sorrows of Mary Most Holy, along with frequenting the sacraments and the reading 
of holy books. Let no one come into the house; stay alone as the companion of Jesus and Mary and your 
holy guardian angels. Oh, what sweet companions. Act as mother with your sister and brother. Since your 
are the eldest in years, they ought to obey you and accept your charitable and gentle corrections.
Greet in Jesus Christ our brother Joseph and beg him in my name to live with great fear of God and as a good 
example before all. Tell him to fear the divine judgments, and that he fear and prepare himself for death, 
which is closer to him than he is aware, and that he does what he would want to have done in that dreaded 
moment when there will be no more time; when he will see the sword of the angry God and the fatal thrust 
of his justice will come; when he will see at his sides the hellish furies ready to drag him to the depths of 
hell; when he will see hell open to devour him. Ah! let him do now in time what he will not have time to 
do then! The blessed God has inspired me to write in this way. I want to hope for good things since I am 
aware of his good character. But what is that worth. If he does not correspond to the mercies that God has 
done for him, he knows what will become of him. Let him think well on this and greet him on my behalf.
May Jesus make you all holy. Greet Catherine and tell her to fear God, to be withdrawn and modest, and, if 
the plan you laid out to me does not succeed, God will provide for her in another way. That will be a sign 
that the present plan was not fitting for her soul.
Remain in the pure Side of Jesus, where I pray all fullness of happiness for you and for your eternal salva-
tion. Jesus bless you. Amen.
Your unworthy servant in J. C.
Paul of the Cross
___________________________________________________________________
320. This letter was written at Soriano in reply to Paul’s sister’s letter that their sister Catherine intended to marry a man of their 
area. The dowry contract should be clearly set up and their brother Joseph should be persuaded to agree to it. Paul doesn’t’ seem 
sure of his brother’s situation, but prays all will be for the best.


