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Thomas Fossi (56)

San Angelo

September 17, 1753

Leaving in October.

J.C.P.

Dear Thomas, My Son in Christ,
I am answering your letter in haste and am burdened with sickness. With the secretary of the Congregation 
also sick, I am forced to write all the letters myself, and they are so many that I need to write every day. 
So pardon my brevity. I was glad to read your welcome letter, in which I have seen more and more your 
purity of intention that the Mercy of God has granted you. Continue in that way and do not meddle in any 
affairs, even spiritual, for they do not pertain to you nor your family. Take care of yourself and take care of 
your family. See that your house is a sanctuary, be sweet and charitable in correcting your grown children. 
“Fathers,” writes Saint Paul, “do not provoke your children to anger.” Corrections ought to be at the right 
time and the right place, ought to be gentle and brief, and ought not be cutting. If you should see that they 
wander from the way of truth, there should be the threat of a father’s punishment. Thanks to the Lord, in 
your home there is no need of that. The dresses you can allow your girls to wear must not lead them to evil. 
A young lady, provided she is modest, can dress herself in accord with her state. So in this regard you have 
no scruples; allow your daughters this. I recommend that they be well covered at the neck and very modest 
with their eyes and in their deportment.
Take care of yourself and take necessary food and sleep. You are obliged in conscience to maintain your 
health in order to govern your household. In regard to what you tell me about holy matrimony, act in accord 
with the directions of the Holy Spirit. When you are unable because of weakness, there is no obligation.
Continue your holy practices, etc. Stay happy in God, for your affairs are going very well, as well as those 
of your family. Write to that Jesuit when you want to, for I am sure his advice will be good for you. Greet Si-
gnora Victoria for me in Jesus Christ, and all your household, whom I look at in the holy Wounds of Jesus in 
my poor prayers. While asking from the Lord all fullness of blessings, I declare myself again from the heart,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


