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Thomas Fossi (55)

San Angelo

August 14, 1753

The holy Passion of Jesus Christ
be always in your heart.

Dear Thomas, My Beloved Son in Christ,
I am writing in great haste in the middle of my occupations and miseries, answering your letter, received 
last night and dated July 22. I am enclosing one to Father Gregolini in Rio so that he would receive it safely.
My dear Thomas, you know I have always spoken frankly to you; so it will be in what follows. I will say 
to you in the first place what Saint Paul said to Timothy: Keep to yourself, keep to yourself. What are you 
trying to do by carrying the world on your shoulder? You are not the pastor. So why do you want to interfere 
by writing to the vicar to remove some evils, seeing that is the office of the pastors? Better for you to speak 
to the curate so that he can do that. In that way it will have more weight and accomplish its effect.
Why do you want to give instructions to a missionary? Don’t you see that is a hidden self-love and self-know-
ing? The Fathers of the Company of Jesus are masters in these kinds of missions and they bring the method 
to others. Is it right that a secular should give advice for missions to a worker who is able to teach others? 
Look, my dear Thomas, now I am speaking with my heart in my hand since I love you in God. With regard 
to writing to that priest about things of your soul, you will do very well. I approve that with all my heart.
You make me laugh by saying you want me to have the first place; you do not know, even now. I do not 
want the first place, nor have I ever thought of being the director of you or anyone else. If I were to think 
that I knew enough to direct, I would believe I were a true Lucifer in the flesh. God free me from that. I have 
the intention to serve everyone and to give some holy advice, based on holy truth and on what the masters 
teach, to one who asks me. So I have done with you, so I have done with others, and so I will continue to 
do. But only for a short time. I do not have the strength, nor the health, nor time because of my many occu-
pations. But every time you write to me, I will always tell you whatever the Lord inspires in me.
Regarding prayer, let them make it in your house at the most convenient time as your wife wishes.
Being the poor man I am, I ought to use the word “Signora.” For that is what the saints did and taught. Saint 
John, writing to Eletta, his spiritual daughter, called her “Domina,” that is, “Signora.” You should call her 
“My Consort” or “My Wife” and not “la mia Signora,” for you are her husband.
See, Thomas, that I counsel you down to the least trifles. From that you can gather how true a friend and 
servant I am. For the rest, follow your conduct with fidelity, with a pure intention attend to yourself, and 
take great care of your family so that they reverence God. Oh, you are obliged to do that in justice! Flee the 
noise of the world, stay recollected in God, and greet all your household for me. Believe that the Lord will 
bless you always, even in temporal goods, for your donations ascend to the Lord, and the sons of Congre-
gation of the Passion are grateful to you in their prayers, especially the unworthy one who is writing as the 
one most bound. Jesus bless you and make you holy. Amen.
I hope that the Lord will deliver you from your sickness, as well as your wife, or that at least the sickness 
will not be serious. Goodbye. I am in a hurry and am,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


