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John B. Forlani (10)

San Angelo

August 2, 1753

J.C.P.

Reverend Father,
In answer to your esteemed letter, I will reply with profound respect to the essentials, which consists in the 
questions of renouncing or not your parochial ministry for the care of souls. In truth it is an affair of serious 
consequences, and I do not dare give my opinion, for in this I am in the dark. God has given you great abil-
ity in holy preaching, great zeal, and an apostolic heart to mend strongly and gently all the evils that could 
arise in the parish. Seeing the great profit and gain for souls, especially provided by your assistance in the 
confessional, and to the great profit and advantage of the neighbor — granting all that — it seems to me that 
it would be a mistake for you to resign.
But I have not said this so that you should follow it. It would be a good plan to put it into the hands of your 
bishop. Open your heart to him about everything and take counsel with him whether to resign and accept the 
canonry. So make your decision with the counsel of the bishop and abandon yourself to whatever he says.
I will not fail to pray, and have prayers said, for this important affair for which members have gone to 
Rome; we are hoping for a good result. A novena is being made for your intentions. I would gladly enjoy a 
bit of air at your villa, but the heat is so great and we are all in retreat.
Thanking you for your charitable gift of wine and all the rest, and may the Lord reward you. My cordial 
greetings to the captain, your worthy brother, and all his house, whom I see in the holy Side of Jesus. I say 
once more I am from all my heart,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


