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Maria Gertrude Teresa of the Infant Jesus316

San Angelo

July 14, 1753

J.C.P.

Reverend Mother,
You will be doing right to let your brother, the captain, know with all earnestness that you cannot take part 
in any way in the business you wrote about in your pious letter to me. I am writing Father Thomas to that 
end. He will get it there when he comes by sea so that he will act in my name. Be sure that he will do things 
rightly. I thought it best that I write this to him, all the more so seeing the concern the captain has for our 
good, especially for Father Thomas.
You should think no more about it and not worry about anything evil regarding your brother. Offer your 
prayers to the Lord for him, especially at the time of Mass and Communion.
I wish you to be always more dead to all that is not God and to maintain faithfully that divine solitude which 
I recommended in the Name of the Lord. One enters that holy desert through the divine doors of the Wounds 
of Jesus our Life. Do not complain if you feel coldness, desolation, aridity, temptations, etc. Be faithful 
to your exercises and believe that by means of such sufferings, accepted as coming immediately from the 
loving Heart of Jesus, you will pass to a deeper and more profound desert of your interior, which I pointed 
out to you above.
You did well to perform that charity for your brother. So now think no more about it.
I beg you to greet in Jesus Christ your Mother Abbess, Maria Magdalene. I ask you to tell her that I will 
send her the article I promised, but she needs to be patient since we do not change the sign on our mantle 
until after the Feast of the Assumption. Let them recommend me to God in their prayers. Leaving you in the 
holy Side of Jesus, I end quickly,
Your useless servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
316. Sister Maria Gertrude Teresa of the Infant Jesus was a member of the Carmelite convent in Vetralla. Paul preached the re-
treat there in mid-June 1753. Four or five nuns had gotten consumption and died recently. On the feast of the Visitation of Our 
Lady, July 2, Paul blessed water with the relic of the Blessed Mother and had each nun take a sip of it. Sister Gertrude Teresa 
testified to this at the Processes. The present letter shows us that she and her family were close to the Passionists, which was also 
true of many nuns in this convent.


