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Girolama Ercolani (26)

San Angelo

July 13, 1753

J.C.P.

My Esteemed Girolama,
In reply to your pious letter I say that if you wish to have peace of heart, obey! You are not consenting to 
the ideas that the devil puts in your head. Whatever suspicious thoughts or other kinds of evil thoughts the 
enemy brings up, since you neither cause them nor consent to them and make your affirmation to never 
consent to anything that would be an offense against God, you have not only not offended God, but also 
you have gained great merit, since you abhor and get rid of the temptations. So it would be a mistake to 
confess such things since there is no sin, but rather merit because of the victory you won. It seems to me 
that I already know the way your spirit operates, so once more I tell you to follow the obedience as before. 
Often protest to God that with his holy help you do not wish to consent to anything in which you believe 
would offend him.
Signora Girolama, be at peace and be careful not to upset your conscience with scruples, for you know how 
that works out. Now Jesus has freed you from that; thank him and remain peaceful in holy obedience. Con-
tinue to watch over the upbringing of your daughters. Thanks to the Lord, they are good, but take care to 
have your eye alert so that they be always better. Let them never abandon holy mental prayer and the other 
exercises, and have them flee idleness as the plague.
With the blessing of the Lord wear a pearl necklace when you dine, but, when you put it on, remember that 
Jesus wore ropes and chains around his neck. Wear that accessory purely to please God and be ashamed of 
yourself by saying: “Jesus was bound with ropes and chains at the time of his passion, and I am wearing 
pearls?” You see what feelings that thought will bring you. Teach this to your daughters as well and, above 
all, make sure they go covered to the neck, etc.
Signora Antoniuccia is of excellent character, as are the others. So she should be outstanding in modesty as 
an example to all the women in your part of the city so that they will love and exercise this holy virtue of 
modesty, which is so dear to God.
Greet the canon for me in the Lord and your blessed daughters, whom I gaze at in the holy Side of Jesus in 
my poor prayers. Jesus bless you and all your house. Amen. Let them pray much for poor me.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


