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Prince Grand Constable Colonna (2)315

San Angelo

July 10, 1753

Your Excellency,
The petition we know of was sent in this post by Father Rector of the Retreat of Ceccano. In that petition, in 
line with the fairness of your unsullied justice, you asked for true information from the religious of that Re-
treat. Therefore, I am not failing to include promptly with the petition the very letter in which that religious 
wrote me on this question. From it you will be able to understand how much was done by this religious, who 
did all that was possible to obey your venerated commands, although he was not able to certify everything 
in accord with your just desires.
As a result of all this, I have empowered the said Father Rector with a dispensation from a prohibition of 
our Constitutions so you can understand that I have a complete ambition to serve you in all that you will be 
pleased to command. For now nothing more remains than to place under your protection this poor, infant 
Congregation and to remain in expectation of your further commands. Meanwhile, with respect and offer-
ing my humble reverence, I have the honor to sign myself,
I beg you to pardon my illness in not writing this with my own hand. I wish to say that Father Rector is a 
true servant of God and very capable, pious, and prudent. With profound reverence I affirm again that with 
a true heart I sign myself,
Your humble, devoted, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
315. The rector mentioned in this letter is Joseph of the Sorrows of Mary (Del Re), born 1727 near Lucca, professed June 21, 
1747, and ordained February 26, 1752. Elected local superior at Ceccano, he became second consultor at the same time. He held 
many offices and was a great missionary. He died June 1, 1781. The editor of Volume V does not know what the problem was 
that Paul writes about to the cardinal.


