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Thomas Fossi (53)

San Angelo

June 23, 1753

J.C.P.

Dear Thomas, My Son in Christ,
I replied quickly to the letter you were pleased to send me by way of Civitavecchia, along with the tuna. 
I sent it by post as usual. Now I received the other letter with more tuna, and I must truly say that your 
donations ascend in the Divine Presence as perfumed incense to bring upon you and your house a rain of 
plenteous blessings from heaven. Read this next paragraph with attention for it contains a compendium for 
holy perfection.
Let us come to ourselves. Every happening that you cite in the anonymous letter sent to the bishop to block 
the accomplishment of your idea of a church, as well as the sufferings of spirit and body that you are under-
going, and another storm raised up by so many people and by demons, and also all these desolations, aban-
donments, pains of spirit, darkness, pains that come from horrible temptations are to be accepted directly 
from the sweet Heart of Jesus. Note well, I repeat, that with the eye of faith you must see all these pains and 
happenings in the eternal Good Pleasure of God and receive them with joy, caressing them in spirit, uniting 
yourself to the Divine Will, and even espousing yourself in faith and holy love to the sweet and adorable 
Will of the Most High.
You may make a loving complaint, like a child, in the deepest part of your soul, but this cry should not be 
heard outside, with these sacred words: “Yes, Father. Yes, because it was pleasing in your sight.” Then con-
tinue to suffer and be silent. Take note! Fishes have no tongues and in the midst of stormy seas they swim 
and tremble in silence. Ah, what a teaching this is! One who stands in the midst of storms of great suffering 
must guard his treasure with the golden key of silence and not have a tongue to complain with anyone.
My advice to you is not to speak anymore of erecting that church. His Divine Majesty has accepted your 
desire as an accomplished fact. An altar outside a chapel in the house is not granted to any but qualified 
nobility and requires testimony of noble birth. Otherwise, the brief is not granted.
Establish a good church in your interior and carry on the altar of your heart the holy sufferings of Jesus 
Christ. In the letter I received last night I see that you have fallen into a depression of spirits, but I do not 
want that. “Why are you hesitating, one of little faith?” God, who has begun the work in you, will bring 
it to perfection. Our miseries are the throne of Divine Mercy. His Divine Majesty knows you are evil, de-
fective, but he also knows that with grace you would not commit a venial sin were it to cost your life. Ah, 
dear one, “Why do you doubt?” Let these defects be consumed in the fire of Divine Love and remain with 
high confidence in the Lord. Continue your exercises, attend faithfully to the obligations of your state and 
in recollection of heart, rich with every good.
With regard to matrimony, the right thing is to stay in holy liberty. When the Lord disposes by common 
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consent, you may embrace perpetual continence, but keep yourself from the defects that you tell me about 
in code regarding the debt, for these things cool the spirit. A certain pious woman who writes me now and 
then has mentioned occasionally to me about her admiration for the honesty of her husband. Now she writes 
me from a great city where she is, having accompanied her daughter, who with my advice is entering as 
a Discalced Carmelite nun with a sister of hers. The piety and devotion to which His Divine Majesty has 
called her, even at her age, has already enriched her with many virtues, especially with honesty.
With regard to donations of wine, you speak well and prudently. So it will be best not to ask for more, but 
to receive what comes from the charity of benefactors, calling it to their minds at a better time.
I have no more time because I am loaded down with letters. With regard to observance, the Congregation 
is ever more blessed by the Lord but is bombarded by all of hell.
Foundations are being discussed. The Retreats are full, and, if one is not founded soon, we cannot vest many 
servants of God. Candidates who are requesting are waiting.
I enclose you in the sacred Side of Jesus, along with all you household, and I ask you to continue to keep 
me in your prayers and those of your family. I affirm once more that I am from the heart,
Your unworthy, affectionate servant
Paul of the Cross


