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John Iacomini of Saint Raphael (1)314

San Angelo

June 12, 1753

J.C.P.

Dear Father John,
So much the better that after such a long time, you have given me news that you have celebrated Mass, etc.
I did not get the day book nor the rosary since I stayed only one night in Rome with a fever. I could not even 
celebrate Mass. Now I am a bit better, but only a little. Father Rector can provide it for you.
I am greatly pleased with the testing His Divine Majesty makes of your faith by taking away all sensible 
devotion. For that is very necessary for you so that you may touch your nothingness and arrive at an expe-
riential knowledge of your nothing. So I would have you see with an eye of faith this despoilment in the 
Divine Good Pleasure and continue with greater fidelity interior recollection in all your work. Take care to 
celebrate with great reverence and exact observance of the rubrics, and be careful not to fall into scruples, 
especially in pronouncing the words of consecration. Say them plainly, distinctly, with great reverence and 
attention, renewing beforehand your intention, and then spurn temptation against faith which the devil sug-
gests. “My just one lives by faith.” Do everything with a pure intention. Be recollected in your inner temple, 
feed on the Divine Will in naked suffering, rich with every virtue. Before celebrating, clothe yourself in the 
pains of Christ with a sacred colloquy made peacefully in the midst of dryness and take to the altar with you 
the needs of all the world, as I said, especially those of the Congregation, etc. I am in a hurry, but, believe 
me, you are doing better than before. Be faithful to God and to your vocation. Study with discretion, etc. 
May Jesus bless you. Amen.
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the †

___________________________________________________________________
314. Father John was born in Brandeglio near Lucca in 1724, professed in 1745, and ordained April 21, 1753. He lived almost all 
his life at the Retreat in Terracina as confessor and preacher for nearby parishes. He died at Terracina on February 8, 1786. He 
was recently ordained when he received this letter from Father Paul. The first of three letters to Father John has a date. Amedeo 
places the next two in 1754 and 1755.


