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Thomas Fossi (52)

San Angelo

June 2, 1753

J.C.P.

My Dear Thomas, My Beloved Son in Christ,
In reply to your two long letters, received after my arrival at the Retreat, I, oppressed with sickness for 
which I am being treated now to see whether I can escape the sickness that is threatening me, say to you 
briefly that you did not act wisely in involving yourself by recommending that the bishop take his vicar 
general as his Coadjutor. This is an undertaking fearful even to angels. Who knows what the outcome might 
be? Twenty-five years ago I recommended to a bishop the ordination of a deacon to priesthood. Believe me, 
I was very sorry about that and have had a nagging conscience for years. How much worse to get mixed up 
in appointing a bishop?
If I were in your place, I would attend to the obligations of my state in life with all exactitude. Stay in 
profound annihilation within, make great account of true virtues, keep myself hidden and secret, as a great 
treasure, cautious in speaking, and do the work of a good secular and leave to churchmen the work of the 
Church.
Trust those lights that make us always more humble and filled with knowledge of our horrible nothingness, 
lovers of naked suffering, without knowing whether we suffer much or little. For he who thinks he suffers 
much or little is not very humble and not very patient. In truth, what are our sufferings if not small drops in 
comparison with the sea of the pains of Christ and his saints?
Dear Thomas, take greater courage in Jesus Christ. Keep to your prayer and, above all, to the duties of your 
state. Look after the upbringing of your family and instruct them well in the dogmas of the faith and in the 
method of meditating on the sufferings of Jesus Christ and how to receive the sacraments devoutly. But be 
wary about forcing them, as I wrote once before, into another way of praying, such as interior repose in 
God, etc., since you can commit a great mistake. High, infused prayer is what God gives to souls well puri-
fied and detached after long trials, and not to all, but to a few, as it pleases his Divine Providence. So teach 
them to meditate on the Passion of Jesus Christ and the Last Things. In that way they will make much profit.
Give your attention to recollection of their interior, as I have said many times, for in that way you will al-
ways be disposed to do your work well. I am writing with pain and am sickly. I thank you in Jesus Christ for 
the donation of the tuna, and “may the Lord reward you in time and in eternity.” If we could have some in 
olive oil, for the tunny nets are having good fishing, as I want to hope, that would be a great charity. If you 
could pass the word around to your colleagues that we will celebrate the Masses they requested and that we 
need many Masses during the hot months since the family here numbers twenty-two religious.
The pilgrims you mentioned did not come this way because we could not receive them as there is no room.
I ask you to recommend me to God in your prayers because my needs are extreme. Do the same for our poor 
Congregation. I am in a hurry. I enclose you in the holy Side of Jesus with your companion and family, and 
am from the heart,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


