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Thomas Fossi (51)304

San Angelo

January 18, 1753

J.C.P.

Dear Thomas, My Son in Christ,
I received your welcome letter, and I am answering it while overloaded with work since I have returned 
after a long absence and very worn out to this Retreat the afternoon of Saturday, January 13.
I rejoice in the Lord that in your house the vanity and pestilential customs of modern times of this world 
are held in horror. You need to be always more vigilant, for that is your duty. I assert from long experience 
that women, even though devout, need long testing and are not to be trusted too much in order not to be 
deceived. This sex is much inclined to vanity and easily gives into their affections. Oh, how needful it is to 
be on guard! I am an old man. However, just as I never trusted myself in my youth, so I do not do so in old 
age. Perhaps I tremble more than before. I hope I would sooner have my eyes gouged out by the executioner 
than ever look a woman in the face. I am not writing this because you need the motivation, since, thanks 
to God, I know your caution, even though you are married, but I say this so that you may be all eyes with 
your daughters since they are almost at marriageable age, therefore, a much more dangerous time. Your 
wife ought always have them with her when they go to church or take their walks when that is necessary 
Have them always busy at work. Oh, in what dangers we are in these miserable times! I have great hopes for 
your family and even more for the parents. God permits that you are deserted by creatures so that your life 
may be hidden in Jesus Christ in true poverty of spirit. So thank God for this and rejoice in God our Good.
Regarding the church you wish to set up, if your uncle wants to help you by contributing a part of the ex-
penses, you should allow him to do so without any scruples. Since he is in favor of the church and is having 
you work at it, so you may accept in the spirit of a donation whatever your uncle will give you, even if he 
were to undertake the entire expense. All the more so since you should be his legitimate heir.
Of myself I am saying nothing, since in taking account I always know more that it is better to suffer and be 
silent. When storms and tribulations occur, it is better to hide oneself the more. The best plan is to flee and 
stay hidden in God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Don’t speak of tribulations without necessity, except with 
persons with whom one ought to speak, such as the spiritual director, for in such sharing virtue grows less 
and self-love grows more because self always wants sympathy. Oh, how much better it is to flee and hide 
oneself in the depth of the Divinity and lose all thought of self and disappear in the Divine Good Pleasure!
Greet Signora Victoria for me and all your pious house. Embracing you in the holy Side of Jesus, I affirm 
once more that I am from a true heart. I am writing in a hurry. Pray much, etc.
Your affectionate, useless servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
304. After writing about how a married man should conduct himself with women and how Thomas’ wife is to look after the grow-
ing daughters, Paul writes a beautiful paragraph about how to suffer and be silent, especially in times of “storms and tribulations.”


