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Passionist Religious (9)

San Angelo

December 10, 1752

Paul of the Cross,
General Superior of the Congregation of Discalced Clerics of the Holy Cross and Passion of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ,
To Each and All of the Rectors and Superiors of Our Congregation of the Discalced Clerics of the Passion 
of the Lord:
Let us rejoice in the Lord, Reverend Fathers. Again, I say let us all rejoice. Behold, now is the acceptable 
time, now is the day of certain and expected salvation, in which not only our dear sons in Christ, for whom 
nature has given sense life and a generous nature has given a mind, but even the mute houses, the lifeless 
fields, the mountains and the valleys seem to me to be rejoicing because in a few days comes that day on 
which you, Reverend Fathers, filled with the Holy Spirit, are called to speak in the Lord. You stand in great 
need of that Spirit to rightly fulfill the great work on which all the good of regular discipline depends, that 
is, the election of good rectors. Therefore, that we may make use of your decisions and, at the same time, 
fulfill our ministry and take your advice about the many goods of the flock entrusted to us, we here decide 
and decree that the General Chapter will be held on March 9 of the coming year at our residence, the Retreat 
dedicated to God in honor of Saint Michael the Archangel.
We call each and all who possess the rank of rector in virtue of holy obedience and order them to be there. 
None of those who hold this office may absent themselves from this gathering, except impeded by a legiti-
mate cause previously approved by us.
This time and place have seemed fitting to us: the time because of the healthfulness of the air for traveling, 
and also that then no one would be forced to be away from the Paschal Proclamation; the place because of 
the suitability of this Retreat. Here everything is ready, and all will find things fit and worthy for so many 
and supported by divine grace so that we trust completely that nothing will be wanting to you in spiritual 
or temporal things.
All who are coming to this meeting are to bring with them the books in which the amounts of income and 
expenses will be found, with the exact amounts noted, an inventory of the principal objects needed for the 
divine service, and finally dimissorial letters with signatures of your members and other reports of this kind 
if you have them available.
We know, beloved, that you are devoted to what pertains to the observance of religious life so that you need 
not be admonished that all those coming together, both on the journey as well as in the houses of benefac-
tors, show forth modesty, piety, and religious behavior so that we will not fail to be an example of good 
works, no less by word and bearing as with life and morals, and inflame lay persons with the power of the 
devotion of the Passion of the Lord.
What is needed to be done by us in this meeting we can reduce to two items: one is the election of the gen-
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eral, provincial, and consultors, along with the rectors and novice directors; the other is whatever pertains 
to religious discipline. When asked about these things, let them state their opinion modestly, seriously. Let 
them do so freely if they judge there are things pertaining to the whole Congregation or in particular houses 
worthy of the decisions of our meeting.
Since in considering these things our reason often falls short, and that everything may turn out properly 
and happily, we ordain that from the day of the meeting there will be on the part of all living in the Retreats 
vigils, fasts and other pious works to seek divine help for so important an affair. Furthermore, we decree 
that the Blessed Sacrament be publicly venerated on March 9, 10, and 11. Above all, let pious prayers pour 
forth to the Mother of God that she will stand in the sight of God to pray for us. Let us go to her as poor 
ones to the rich, as sons who have secure access, that they may obtain favors bountifully. Let us embrace 
the footsteps of Mary with devout supplication… So as a rich and lasting foretaste, which we beseech from 
the heart, may you receive the blessing from the Giver of all good things.
Paul of the Cross, General Superior
Francis Anthony of the Crucified, Secretary
Given in our solitary residence of Saint Michael the Archangel in the territory of San Angelo, December 
10, 1752.


