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Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (54)

San Angelo

September 23, 1752

J.C.P.

Your Excellency,
I have the lot to reaffirm to your merit my true servitude and gratitude and at the same time, prostrate at 
your feet, I make bold to add to your burdens another weight by putting under your pure eyes a section from 
Chapter XXVI of our holy Rules, “On the Way of Announcing the Word of God.” “They shall not undertake 
Lenten preaching, but leave this to others. At that time they shall be with God in our solitary houses.” In 
the continuation of Chapter XXVI, it is added that “at that time the workers will be withdrawn to recollect 
themselves the more, so they may come out with greater fervor on sacred missions after Easter.”
All this was carefully reviewed in Rome by a special commission established by His Holiness for the ap-
proval of the Rules. It was universally satisfying and approved. So I have complete faith in your charity 
and piety that you will dispense our men from preaching the Lenten sermons in Ceccano and Patrica, as the 
rector of Saint Mary of Corniano has notified me. This is not only opposed to our Institute, but also we do 
not have Lenten preachers, and the labor of compiling the sermons with long study would be frustrating, 
since we are not able to go out because of the Rule, which we cannot depart from in the smallest degree. I 
have no doubt at all that this is most satisfying to your piety and zeal, as well as to our profit and the regular 
observance.
I am hoping to be in Ceccano around October 14 or 15, and from Palestrina I will go through the mountains 
above there to avoid the harmful air of the Campagna. All the more so because I am coming out of a dan-
gerous sickness due to the great dryness that continues in these parts. I will have the good fortune to speak 
with you on several occasions, which I hope will be afforded me. In the meanwhile, I ask the continuation 
of your holy prayers and strong support. With profound reverence I kiss your sacred pastoral vestments, 
and I am,
Your humble, devoted, respectful, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


