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Thomas Fossi (49)

San Angelo

September 4, 1752

J.C.P.

Dear Thomas, My Son in Christ,
I received your letter of the August 2, and I give thanks in Jesus Christ for the charitable comfort you offer 
me. But believe that a great storm has arisen which threatens to submerge this poor little ship, but I am 
holding this inside myself and simply crying out to the Lord that he help us. I am taking care not to inform 
anyone, not even the religious. I only have them pray so that they do not afflict themselves. I prepare myself 
to drink the chalice which His Divine Majesty offers me. Recommend the affair to the Lord, especially after 
Communion.
Regarding the church you mention to me, I reply that you can do what the Lord inspires. But seeing that the 
harvest is so scanty, you ought not extend yourself and undertake a large expense.
With regard to continence, I repeat what I have always said: Remain in holy freedom, but follow the counsel 
of the holy Apostle to be abstinent for a time so as to give yourself to prayer, etc. When the Lord will want 
it, he will give you great light, great constancy, etc. Watch out for the defects you speak of, for that is a true 
lessening of fervor.
I am sorry about the hail that ravaged the harvest, but even here we need to be resigned and kiss the loving 
hand that strikes us. Believe that things will change face. You will be poor in spirit, but your house will be 
maintained by God with strength for his glory. “This hope is laid up in my bosom.”
I told Father Rector about the barrels of tuna. “May the Lord reward you for everything in time and in eter-
nity,” as I strongly expect.
Continue your exercises of piety as usual and put into practice the salutary advice you have received.
I am leaving around October 8 or 10, and I hope to be at the Retreat of the Presentation next January, for I 
am going to the Retreats of the Province of Campagna-Marittima.
Guide your family, as you have been doing, with prayer and instruction and holy example.
I enclose you in the sacred Side of Jesus, along with your wife and your children, and I am hoping for great 
things. Jesus make you as holy as I desire and bless you. Amen.
Make nothing out of the persecution you mention, but be cautious and negotiate a little.
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


