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Maria Cherubina Bresciani (36)

San Angelo

September 1, 1752

J.C.P.

Reverend Mother, My Daughter in Jesus Christ,
I received your letter, dated the nineteenth of last month, forwarded to me from the Retreat of Soriano. It 
was not my prayers that have obtained health for you, but the Mercy of God, who is giving you more time 
in this life so that you might be entirely crucified with your Divine Spouse by means of a mystical death 
to all that is not God with a continual detachment from every thing created and a completely hidden life 
in the divine bosom of the Heavenly Father in a true interior solitude, living no longer in yourself but in 
Jesus Christ, even more Jesus Christ living in you. In that way the power of the Divine Savior will shine 
forth in all your works so that all will see in you a true reproduction of the Crucified and perceive the sweet 
fragrance of the holy virtues of the Lord in internal and external modesty, in patience, meekness, suffering, 
charity, humility and with everything else that follows. Be careful, however, to guard this treasure with 
great care and jealousy, keeping it locked with the golden key of holy, prudent silence that allows you to 
speak only when the glory of God requires it or charity to one’s neighbor, etc. But this silence, rich in every 
virtue, is especially needed in suffering, in contradictions, in calumnies, in reproofs, etc., remembering that 
the gentle Jesus in the midst of his bitter sufferings kept silence. “Jesus, however, was silent.” Oh, the sacred 
silence of the great Son of God, what great good it brings to the soul!
Continue with the style you are using with the girls they have put in your charge. Do as much as you can 
to make them holy. But work with peace and without anxiety, leaving the care to the blessed God in every-
thing, if they are not walking as you would have them. It is true that when you see that after charitable cor-
rection, after instruction, etc., they do not want to do better, then it is fitting to go to the rector and withdraw 
yourself from the work as the plants are without fruit. But first you must use prolonged diligence.
You have done well to stop the plays. When such occasions come up, or when in any manner something 
dangerous to souls occurs, with great constancy and without any fear from tongues, act so that God be not 
offended. If persecutions and other troubles come, be silent and all recollected in God as dead to everything 
outside God.
Cast out all diffidence as the plague. Believe me, your soul is in an excellent state, and His Divine Majesty 
holds you in the divine bosom of his infinite love. I tell you that although your prayer is less sensible, it is 
more acceptable to the Lord. Believe me! What I want of you is that you make a strong habit of remaining 
entirely enclosed in the inner kingdom, in the inner temple of your soul, and there in a sacred silence of faith 
and holy love adore the Heavenly Father in spirit and in truth, taking your repose like an infant on the loving 
bosom of his infinite charity. There relate the benefits you have received. There treat of the mysteries of 
his holy Passion, etc. But when your soul feels itself caught with a sweet, loving attention to the Sovereign 
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Good in silence and faith and holy love, stay that way, etc. Oh, what a grand prayer! You are drawn there, 
for it is time for that. Therefore, follow.
I am sorry that Signore Landini died without the sacraments. I will not neglect to offer suffrages for his soul 
according to the Will of the Lord.
With regard to what you desire to know, I tell you that our Congregation is in possession of eight Retreats 
in different locations, and we number about one hundred ten religious or a little fewer. Since the Retreats 
are full, we cannot receive all who are asking to be admitted. We are dealing with persons of importance, 
that is, the two princes of Sicily, with regard to a foundation in that kingdom, but I fear the affair will not 
succeed soon for there are many difficulties, despite the fact that three dioceses are asking. Pray much to 
the Lord so that his Holy Will be done.
I am in moderately good health; however, I have been weighed down with various troubles. I tell you in 
secret that the Congregation is being strongly persecuted. Right now there is one great tribulation that 
strongly threatens to crush it, and this comes from persons who should have a strong zeal for the glory of 
God. But I take everything in good part and want to believe they are acting with good intentions.
I did not die this summer due to the miraculous grace of God. I am still in grave straits, for I see the ap-
proach of troubles which threaten this little flock. Believe me, these good sons live holy lives, … but all 
this is aimed against me.
It is true that I am quiet and resigned to the Will of God, but my miserable humanity feels the blows, al-
though I do my best not to take account of them nor recognize them. Now I believe you know more about 
this than others. Keep all this to yourself and cry out to God and expose our necessities to him, especially 
mine. Pray His Divine Majesty to protect this work so that he does not allow the evil one to destroy it.
Use Mary Most Holy as your intercessor, the angels and the saints, etc. Above all, offer Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament to the Eternal Father so that he be appeased and help us.
See that you take care of yourself for the glory of the Savior. Take the food that is necessary and plenty of 
sleep. In regard to the office of chambermaid, you did well to accept it in order to do the Will of God. Be 
solitary within the sacred inner desert, work in accord with your assignment, but with your heart and spirit 
completely in God, etc. Jesus make you as holy as I desire and bless you. Amen.
I am here until the October 8. and then I leave to visit our Retreats, which are more than one hundred twenty 
to one hundred thirty miles distant.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


