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Canon Paul Sardi (1)

San Angelo

August 19, 1752

Dear Canon,
As the beginning of your letter filled me with extreme horror, so as not to offend you, I am not responding 
to it … however, I tell you willingly that out of the obligation of charity, I will recommend the sick person 
to the Lord and have our religious do the same.
No one has come to our Congregation from your region, least of all from the royal schools, as you were 
pleased to tell me. Nor am I accustomed to urge anyone to join the Congregation, but I receive those whom 
the blessed God sends. All the Retreats are full and we cannot admit all who are asking. Up there the ma-
jority know of the Institute that we profess so that, if His Divine Majesty inspires some one there, I would 
think that … he could be accepted.
Only one candidate came from Castellazzo. He was accepted, and you know who he was. He stayed about 
six months in the novitiate and was let go. In Rome, to my great sorrow, he died suddenly. If anyone asks 
to be accepted, he needs to have many documents according to the Rules, etc. Enough! I thank and adore 
the Divine Providence that refuses to allow people to come from that region. But one must believe that they 
would come and make a sincere attempt if anyone were to invite them.
Forget the idea of a foundation at San Stefano, for in addition to being contrary to our Rules, which require 
foundations in solitude, at this time I do not have the light to extend the Congregation in that area. All the 
more so because there are many requests in other places and in a far kingdom. I leave it all in the care of 
the Lord.
I pray His Divine Majesty to reward the charity to the poor that you mentioned. “Your reward is very great.” 
We can only offer our prayers; “he has chosen the poor of this world.” We profess a vow of rigorous pov-
erty, and the donations are managed by the rectors of the religious houses. They are just sufficient for the 
numerous family. However, nothing is wanting to these servants of the Lord.
I am writing in haste. I recommend myself to your prayers and holy sacrifices, and with profound respect 
I kiss your sacred hands. I am leaving soon, so do not inconvenience yourself to write, for I will be away.
I no longer use the family name that you use in the address, as you will see from my signature below. If you 
use my family name, the letters will not get to me.
Your unworthy, useless servant,
Paul of the Cross, Unworthy Servant of the Discalced Clerics of the Passion of Jesus Christ


