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John Anthony Lucattini (12)

San Angelo

August 8, 1752

J.C.P.

Reverend Father,
I received your welcome letter, in which I find the mercies which the Lord is doing for Lucy and for you. 
I have nothing more to say except that by the fruits the work is known. If you are growing in knowledge 
of your nothingness, love of suffering, contempt of self, and the exercise of every virtue, especially charity 
toward your neighbor, and if those high elevations you report about Lucy, if they leave her with a true rec-
ollection in God, a profound interior solitude with detachment from everything created, and a deepening of 
faith and love in God, with a close union to the holy Life, Passion and Death of Jesus Christ, while remain-
ing hidden in that Divine Savior, then one can judge for certain that her prayer is truly good. You can make 
use of these rules for yourself as well.
In regard to what she says about me, I do not put any trust in that. It is a general statement and does not come 
from a higher light, but from her good will and the desire she has for my good. If she will do me the charity 
of presenting my extreme needs to the Lord and asking him for help, I will be forever grateful to her. I know 
with my own eyes, opened widely, everything is contrary to what Lucy says about me.
There is the question of a foundation in Sicily. It seems it is not possible to hold it back any longer. Out 
of charity tell Lucy that and have her place the business in the pure heart of Jesus. There is another affair 
weighing on me much and troubling me. Have her pray for my intention at her Communions and prayers, 
etc. I have done everything possible to hold back that business of Sicily, but in vain. It continues to go 
ahead.
Let Lucy give me her opinion after fervent prayer. Oh! if you knew my extreme needs! oh! how much you 
would pray! I am in a great hurry and am from the heart,
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross

I add, with the secrecy called for, that never in my life have I found myself in such tribulation and need, now 
especially because of a happening that makes me foresee great tribulation and a great oppression for the 
whole Congregation. I am telling you in great secrecy. Mention this only to Lucy and ask her in my name 
that she present my need with great faith, confidence, and love to His Divine Majesty — with the other I 
mentioned above. It is menacing, etc. If ever she has done me a kindness, this is the time, for I have more 
need of it. I pray and I beg. But let her cry out strongly to His Divine Majesty, to Mary Most Holy, and ex-
pose my extreme calamity again. I would have wished to pass this over in silence, but I felt myself forced 
to write, etc. If she will give me what light she has on this — I leave her in her freedom. It is enough that 
she pray and cry out strongly, etc. Burn this sheet because, etc.


