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Signore Leopold Zelli (4)

San Angelo

August 3, 1752

Dear Sir,
“The charity of Christ urges us” and has me coming as a suppliant of your always great care to favor our 
Father Mark Aurelius. He continues to be sick, is sleeping little, and is quiet exhausted. It is true that as 
much as possible is being done here without holding back, but we cannot make up for the poor cell that is 
like a furnace and the hard bed of a poor religious. Such things certainly do not help toward his recovery.
Reflecting on this, and after asking light from heaven and taking counsel with Father Rector, I have decided 
to have recourse to your warm and tireless charity that you might be willing to cooperate with the recupera-
tion of a person worthy of so much consideration as our Father by having him in your home for a few days, 
as seems best for his getting back to health.
I have great expectation in the Lord that with the benefit of the fine and airy rooms and good beds, he will 
recover to the glory of God and the spiritual benefit of many souls. I would be doing injury to your zeal 
and charity, and that of your father and mother, were I to give more reasons and motivation to dispose you 
to such a holy deed. But I will not pass over saying that by cooperating in the return to health of this great 
servant of God, you will be cooperating with the spiritual good of many souls. From all this good for our 
neighbor you and all your household will have special merit, and it will bring a rain of copious blessings of 
heaven upon you forever.
If you and the doctor favor this move, the sick man, accompanied by Father Joseph, would come tomorrow 
toward evening. I leave everything to your charity. Share my good wishes with your mother and father, all 
of whom I greet in the holy Side of Jesus. With fullest esteem and respect I sign myself,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


