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John Anthony Lucattini (11)

San Angelo

July 29, 1752

J.C.P.

Reverend Father,
My many occupations and other things have kept me from replying to your welcome letter. In reading your 
letter, it seemed to me that the affairs of your spirit are going very well, for, as I hope, you are remaining 
with your nothing and not robbing from God. Therefore, you see that the mercies that God gives you are 
very great and beyond explanation. Ah, my dear John Anthony, be most faithful to God, be hidden to all 
men, buried in your nothing. Cultivate interior solitude and be always a true adorer of the Most High in 
spirit and in truth. With regard to the forgetfulness of shortcomings when you have to confess, do not mar-
vel at that nor be pained in the least. They are burned up in the fire of holy love, and for that reason they 
disappear from your memory. All the more so since there was no advertence to their suppression, and so it 
was involuntary. “My soul is in your hands always.”
How is Lucy doing? Let me have anything new about her. For while I have given up all direction of souls 
outside the Congregation, since I cannot attend to them and, what is more, I do not have the light, I have not 
abandoned Lucy. I am continuing my service to her in God so that she does not forget my great necessities. 
So tell her that more than ever she is to cry to the Lord and to Mary Most Holy for all our poor Congrega-
tion that His Divine Majesty assist it and protect it in its great needs. She is to continue her conduct and, 
although she is crucified with pain, she is not prevented from losing herself entirely in the Highest Good in 
the usual way — even more so. Pray for us and God bless us.
Pray to Mary Most Holy for our necessities, especially these days until the Feast of the Assumption.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


