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Thomas Fossi (48)

San Angelo

July 6, 1752

J.C.P.

Dear Thomas, My Son in Christ,
I had scarcely arrived in this Retreat after leaving Terracina and after about eight months of hardships and 
after settling down for two days when I went to visit the Retreat of Soriano, where I was absent for a year. 
Back here once more, I have had to deal with very important affairs, so do not wonder if I did not reply 
to you immediately. With regard to your plan of moving that altar from the neighboring church into your 
home, while it seems to me to be a bit difficult, if the bishop were to approve, it would be a good idea and 
of service to the Lord.
The desire to be holy is not to be depreciated since “this is the Will of God, your sanctification,” as long as 
it is accompanied with virtues, which are the foundation stones of the edifice of sanctity. To work toward 
sanctity and to see oneself certainly evil, imperfect, sinful, and far from every virtue is an indication that 
true humility is beginning to take possession of one’s heart. One who wishes to be a saint loves to follow 
faithfully in the divine footsteps of Jesus Christ, to be made the opprobrium of men and the abjection of 
the people, for such a one knows himself to be guilty of treason against the Divine Majesty because of his 
sins. One who wishes to be holy loves to be hidden from the eyes of the world, taking the sweet for bitter 
and the bitter for sweet. His food is to do the Holy Will of God. Since this is better done in suffering than 
in rejoicing, since in rejoicing self will always shows up, so the true servant of God loves naked suffering, 
receiving it without secondary causes, but from the pure Will of the Lord. I am omitting much more that I 
would like to say. I do say, however, that these things stated above are the characteristics of someone who 
desires to be holy.
Continue your accustomed exercises without losing sight of the obligations of your state in life. Be a dwell-
er in the inner temple of your soul. Take your repose on the bosom of the Heavenly Father. As Jesus Christ, 
true Son of the Living God, “who is in the bosom of the Father,” leads his dear faithful sheep where he is, 
so you, distrustful of yourself and sunk in your nothingness, join yourself closely to this sweet Jesus with 
faith and love. He will make you at home where he is.
Oh, fortunate that soul that is totally clothed with Jesus Christ and all penetrated with his pains, if it is all 
immersed in the depths of that immense sea of divine love and there, cut off from everything created, takes 
its repose on the bosom of its Beloved Good! The Lord accomplishes this divine work in humble souls who 
remain in interior solitude even in the midst of the noise of worldly business.
In this work the less grasped by the senses the better it gets done. For the senses cannot enter in this far. 
One who is simple and deprives himself of his own understanding and his own pleasure and his own way 
of thinking grasps it best. “Blessed are they who have not seen and believe.”
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Dear Thomas, I have been telling you mighty things, and I summarize it by telling you again to be recol-
lected in God. Often arouse your heart with sweet revivals of faith and holy love, humbling yourself always 
before the Majesty of God without any straining of head or anything else, remaining abandoned like a child 
in the divine arms of the Lord. There it is all summed up.
You say well that the world is in a very bad condition, but what are you to do? Cry out to God that he supply 
the remedy and provide his holy servants who will place themselves as a wall for the House of Israel.
You want to know more about our poor Congregation. I tell you that as for candidates things go as usual, for 
they are true servants of the Lord. Right now I am in great tribulation, hidden from the others, but known to 
me, and greater troubles are threatening me. I see this work upheld by a thin thread. Oh, God! I cannot be 
specific. Keep all this to yourself. I say that seriously, for if the blessed God were not helping me, I would 
be in the tomb at this moment. Cry out to the Lord so that His Divine Majesty will not allow this small flock 
to be scattered and that he help us in so many necessities.
As for the business you have in mind, I tell you that I always see it further in the distance. As for that soul 
that I let go, it was time. I had well-founded suspicions of a deceit, and I am not dealing with it further.
Greet your uncle for me and also your wife and all the household. As I affirm once more my gratitude to you 
in Christ, I end by embracing you in the holy Side of Jesus, where from a true heart I affirm again that I am,
Your unworthy, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross


