
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

806

Mother M. Frances Forlani (3)

Soriano

June 12, 1752

J.C.P.

Reverend Mother,
I have read with attention the letter I received from you a few moments ago. With all frankness I say that 
you are wrong to torture yourself and build up again the useless fear over the events that you related in 
regard to the actions of your mother.
Why not leave the care of everything to the blessed God. Why not allow these anxieties and these fears to 
disappear in the fire of divine charity where they will be quickly annihilated? Why not live abandoned and 
reposed as a baby on the bosom of the Heavenly Father, feeding yourself entirely on his Divine Will and 
leaving to him the care of everything? Do you believe that you have to make the foundation by your force 
of arms? Either God wills it or he does not will it. If he wills it, all the world and all of hell are unable to 
block it. If he does not will it, and all the world struggles to force it, nothing will happen. Or if something 
comes out of it, it will be building on sand and quickly be brought to earth. Who can resist the Will of God? 
I have experienced a great thing. Our Congregation has eight houses. God knows how much trouble and 
how much they were fought against. I myself was against some of them, but because God willed them, see, 
the Congregation is in possession of them, and the Lord is served and praised there.
Now there is question of a foundation in Sicily. The foundation is requested by the Senate and the bishop 
of that first city. I am completely indifferent, leaving the entire care of it to God.
If I were to come there, I would accomplish nothing — even if I were able to come. But that is impossible. 
Just now one of the most important Fathers of the Congregation has come in and handed me many letters. 
I do not have time except to say I must end. I only know that the bishop could do much more there, and I 
hope he will do so, for I have written him my poor opinions. I leave you in the holy Side of Jesus and with 
fullest esteem affirm that I am, and recommending myself to your prayers,
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


