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Mother M. Frances Forlani (2)

Soriano

June 4, 1752

J.C.P.

Reverend Mother,
It is true that I find myself here visiting this Retreat of Soriano because it is a year since I have been here, 
but it also true that I find myself very indisposed. So tomorrow I will start taking medicine and have a 
blood-letting and continue a regimen until the fifteenth of this month. Around June 17 or 18, I will return 
to the Retreat of San Angelo to be there until the weather changes. For eight entire months I had no rest, 
but was in continual activity on the road and on missions. In Sezze I had a fever and had one bad fall. I am 
telling you all this so that you may know the moral impossibility of my coming to your place. Nevertheless, 
if I knew my future to be propitious, I would force myself. But I see that it would not be beneficial.
It is necessary to first adjust things in Rome, especially to derogate from the first bequest, especially in what 
concerns the Mount Di Pieta and the abbey in question. For that purpose it is necessary that God open the 
way with a strong effort by your protector.291
When this difficulty is cleared away and the bishop approves the work, I, if I am living, am ready to coop-
erate with your holy intentions, as I have already told you. Meanwhile, arm yourself with patience, silence, 
and meekness and render yourself deaf, blind, and mute for the love of God, and continue your prayers and 
other exercises of piety and virtue. That is as much as I ought to say to you in answer to your letter given 
me by Canon Ercolani. Pray to the Lord for me and our Congregation. May Jesus make you as holy as I 
desire. Amen.
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
291. Evidently Frances Forlani is planning to get some support for a community of Passionist nuns.


