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Isidore Calzelli (5)

Terracina

March 25, 1752

J.C.P.

Reverend Father,
As soon as this Retreat was established, I wrote to you and said that the renunciation of the benefice in 
question had taken place as the rector of San Angelo informed me, and it was forwarded here. Since there 
is no post there where you are, I did not know how to address my letter, so I enclosed it with great urgency 
to the archpriest at Valmontone so that he could have it sent back. Even after all this time, I have not been 
able to get my hands on it. Patience.
Now, while I am writing to Captain Cecconi, I am enclosing this note, and I ask you to overlook the short-
ness of the paper in order not to increase the cost of postage for the benefactor. God knows the steps taken 
to obtain some help for this construction, but in vain. We are in a world in which much is said, but little gets 
done. I was depending on help from Signore Altiani, but nothing came of that. Then I had no more courage. 
Consider this. I thought he was to give me the clock they have in the house for this Retreat as he promised 
me, but I did not get it. God has provided in other ways with alms for Masses for this Retreat.
To obey Canon Altiani, I stopped on my way for spiritual conferences with a certain young woman, staying 
at their house, and who afterwards came to Valmontone with the Marchioness Abbati for a conference with 
me. I took care of this as an act of gratitude to Canon Altiani. Now, although I consider her a good Christian, 
I feel myself inspired to withdraw from the matter entirely. God knows the good reasons, and I stated them 
in a letter that I do not want to be involved in the matter.
I believe that decision is not pleasing to him, but what is that to me? I did it on advice. I did it with lights 
the Lord granted me, and I thank God that I have so decided. I have that opinion of the matter and I hold to 
it as I stand before God. I have told you this in confidence, to let you know that from the channel of Altiani 
there is nothing to be expected. But God will provide; do not be downcast. If the Lord wishes to be served 
in this Retreat, he will provide what is needed. “My just man lives by faith.” I wrote to Father Thomas about 
the mission for you, but I have not received an answer.
On Saturday of Easter Week, I open a mission in Piperno, then in Sezze. I am also to give retreats in the 
convents.
If you write, send your letter to Piperno, where I will be all of April. I embrace you in the Lord. Pray for us.
Your true servant,
Paul of the Cross


