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Thomas Fossi (45)

Terracina

February 14, 1752

Dear Thomas, My Beloved Son in Christ,
Your letter was forwarded to me from the Retreat of San Angelo. As I am loaded down with business, and 
God knows what else, I am answering in great haste.
I am happy with the good beginning of your children, especially the boy. “Blessed be God.” All this is the 
fruit of meditation on the Passion of Jesus Christ, which continues in your home. I hope that they will all 
be true servants of God.
Improve your good desires by reducing them to one, that is, to do the Holy Will of God in all things. Burn 
up the others in the fire of holy love and continue your exercises of piety, in accord with your state in which 
God has placed you, with true humility of heart, making your prayer continual. That means remaining in a 
holy internal recollection, entirely clothed with the pains of the Savior, without neglecting any aspect of the 
obligations of your state since this is the Will of God. You will be perfected in the state of holy matrimony.
With regard to a mission on the island by me, that is a thing morally impossible. I am in poor health, loaded 
with business, and after Easter I am doing missions in two or three cities, in addition to other things.
Last Sunday the holy Retreat of Mary Mother of Sorrows was founded with the presence of the bishop, the 
council, and the populace. All was done with solemnity to the glory of the Lord. I, however, experienced 
only bitterness. The troubles for this foundation were not few and they are not over for me.
The Retreat is beautiful and in solitude, but there are not a few hardships coming from poverty, and the 
religious are satisfied with that. I am in a hurry. Recommend me to God much. Jesus bless you and make 
you holy, along with your household.
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


