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Isidore Calzelli (4)289

Terracina

February 8, 1752

J.C.P.

Reverend Father,
Your welcome letter was forwarded to me from the Retreat of San Angelo. I am answering it in the midst 
of my occupations in connection with the foundation of this holy Retreat, which took place last Sunday 
with great solemnity to the glory of the Lord. It did not escape me that the renunciation of the benefice in 
question did not take place immediately. But from certain information I have, I do not know about the one 
of Canon Philip. Now I think that it has already been taken care of legally, since I have met Father Rector 
of San Angelo, etc. I hope that the post has not been held up since there was no postman there, and that by 
this time they will have been received.
I feel keenly the fact that the construction is behind time. I have used every effort, but fruitlessly. We need 
to adore the divine judgments. When His Divine Majesty wills, all will come out happily. The point is that, 
if the Retreat is not in good shape, the foundation cannot be made in order not to ruin the observance. Let 
us trust in the Lord that, if he wills this foundation, he will provide. Please give my greetings to the provost 
and the canon, etc.
It would be well if there were a mission by Father Thomas after Easter. Believe me, Father Isidore, he is of 
the kind to stir up fervor for the Retreat and do infinite good for the people. It is necessary to enter negoti-
ations with the vicar general so that he ask the Provost, etc. God will give you light to do everything well. 
But a mission is the best way to bring the work to perfection. As soon as they have decided, they should 
write to Father Thomas so that he does not take another assignment.
I am in a great hurry and crushed with tasks and other things, etc. I embrace you in Jesus Christ and am 
from a true heart,
Your true, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross

I am sending the letter by way of Valmontone.
I forgot to tell you that I spoke with the good young lady. Mother Prioress told me what is required, but 
I do not remember —something like four hundred scudi as dowry and about two hundred for additional 
expenses. Now I am far away and cannot give you further news, etc. If there were a convent with healthier 
air, that would be better, for there would be common life.
___________________________________________________________________
289. Paul writes from the Retreat of Mary Mother of Sorrows. Calzelli is having money problems in his work on the Retreat 
of Falvaterra. Paul suggests that Father Thomas give a mission there after Easter for “he is of the kind to stir up fervor for the 
Retreat.” Paul writes again to Calzelli in a letter of March 25.


