
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

797

Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (53)

Terracina

February 8, 1752

J.C.P.

Your Excellency,
After so many storms and contradictions from men and from hell, only last Sunday the foundation of this 
Retreat took place after having prepared the city and the clergy with a public retreat, which was much 
blessed by the Lord.
I had scarcely reached Terracina when I found myself overwhelmed with heavy business. So I have not had 
the chance to chat with you by letter and offer my humblest thanks in Jesus Christ for the charity you have 
been pleased to do me in your home on our journey to Velletri, in which I and my companion were met with 
the heartfelt charity and care of your brother. So the gratitude of my heart grows continually, along with my 
obligation in the Lord.
We rejoice in the holy poverty of Jesus Christ. In the inconveniences that come from it, these servants of 
God arouse my tepidity with their fervor and observance and happiness in the Lord. Thanks be to God, the 
city is entirely enamored with us, and it is a miracle, I will say that, a miracle of divine mercy, since the 
devil has sowed not a few tares and contradictions. The grace of God has worked in a way to overcome 
everything through the great piety and charity of the bishop, who has provided chalices, ciboria, sacred 
furnishings, and abundant donations, all that the poverty of this zealous bishop would allow him to do. He 
and the governing body and a large populace were present to put us in possession. “Blessed be God, who 
has wrought his mercy for us.”
I find myself completely loaded down with business and letters, etc. Otherwise, I would have written to 
your vicar general, who cooperated much with the foundation. I will do so as soon as I can. Meanwhile, I 
ask from your charity and piety the assistance of your prayers and your strong protection for the poor Re-
treat at Ceccano and for the mistakes I am making while I write in haste.
I wrote Signore Camillo as soon as I got here. I end with profound reverence, together with Father John 
Baptist and Father Anthony, rector of this Retreat, who is leaving momentarily for the mission on the island 
of Ponza, where he will be until the First Sunday of Lent. I ask for you pastoral blessing.
Your humble, devoted, obligated servant
Paul of the Cross


