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Canon La wrence Notari285

San Angelo

September 25, 1751

J.C.P.

Reverend Canon,
With regard to the matter which you do me the favor of clarifying in your polite letter, I ought, first of all, 

let you know that it was stated to me by a person who was present with his eyes open on the exact sen-
tence in the copy. I did not overlook the last part, as they suppose, the part beginning with “sin autem 

exulat”. However that may be, the opinion of our Father Master is correct. He would say that in this case 
there is no impediment with which you could be judged to be involved, whether you look at the make-up 
of the dowry, or proper recognition by the chancery, or finally the resignation from the canonry. For you 
certainly would need to resign it in order to enter religious life. With regard to that, I would not disap-
prove of you sending a petition to His Eminence and asking him to grant the transfer of the canonry to 

your nephew. At the same time you might ask him for his pastoral blessing so that you could quickly leave 
the secular world and take refuge in the happy port of our Institute. For the rest, I would say to leave 

everything for the more precise determination of lawyers, whose profession allows close study. There is 
only one more thing to underline here. It is that the more water is agitated, so much the more muddied it 
becomes. This is as much I can weakly suggest to you. I recommend myself to your fervent prayers and, 

meanwhile, kiss your sacred hands and am from the heart,
Your unworthy, obligated, affectionate servant,

Paul of the Cross

Dear and Reverend Canon, clear yourself as quickly as you can. The whole Congregation is waiting to em-
brace you in the holy Wounds of Jesus. Here you will find true peace that the world can never give. I have 
no doubt that, if you will send your petition to the cardinal, who has such a pious heart and so inclined to 
cooperate with your spiritual profit, he will console you in everything. But if you stir up the waters with 
repeated conversations, who knows. I would dispatch the affair at all costs. Let us put your soul in safety. 
Be done with the matter and hasten here. Father Fulgentius, our novice director, is waiting for you with 
fondness and has written that to me in this post. Pardon me for love of God, and with all my heart I embrace 
you in Jesus Christ. My warmest greetings to Canon Corsini as well as his brother canon and all his house.

___________________________________________________________________
285. Canon Notari lived in Viterbo.


