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Thomas Fossi (43)

San Angelo

September 21, 1751

Leaving.

Expected return in February 1752.

J.C.P.

My Beloved Thomas and Son in Christ,
I am replying in haste to your welcome letter and am already on my way out. I will not return here until 
the middle of next February. Not only have I never believed that the basis of your spirit was false, but I 
have always held that your conduct is in accord with the spirit of Jesus Christ since the signs and effects 
are clear. I certainly did say that your predictions or lights are to be avoided. You should be silent on these 
since they are subject to a thousand illusions, and here the good grain can be mixed with weeds. Continue 
to remain in your nothingness and carry on the altar of your heart the pains of Jesus Christ. Continue to be 
meek, patient, charitable with all, and, above all, to direct your family and bring up your children well. This 
is exactly what God wants of you now.
It is necessary for you to have a good confessor to guide your conscience since you are in business and 
negotiations. With your wife you should proceed with the rules of holy matrimony and show her the charity 
of affections, which is proper, so that she does not become jealous. You ought not become scrupulous in the 
honorable and holy actions you may engage in. Regarding continence, I hold to my constant theme and tell 
you what I have always told you. So I am saying nothing more on that point.
To speak about prayer with others is dangerous; you should not do that. But taking counsel with learned and 
holy persons is a good thing. Finally, I come back to the instructions given, etc. I ask you to recommend me 
to the Lord, for I have not a few troubles with the foundations.
I stopped directing that soul because I am so distant and burdened with affairs. I should not involve myself 
in such an exalted business, especially when so many extraordinary things demand close examination. If 
God were to will that, he would make that clear. I am in great haste. I leave you in the holy Side of Jesus 
with all your house, and I am from the heart,
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


