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Reverend Master General Mugnani (2)284

San Angelo

September 11, 1751

Leaving soon.

J.C.P.

Most Reverend Father,
I received your esteemed letter, and I am always more edified with your pious thoughts, like now in relation 
to your holy prudence in the case of Sister Agnes of Fabbrica. With regard to that person, about whom I 
spoke to you in Vetralla, you know that I said I wished to leave off her direction, and I have already done so. 
I am happy about that. The extraordinary and extravagant way she is walking demands close examination 
and the assistance of a director who is both holy and learned. That is far from me, who am ignorant and a 
great sinner. Granting that the great Lord, who chooses the weak and the ignorant of this world, wished to 
make use of me, I would have disposed that she go permanently to some place where we could confer often, 
at least once or twice a month, and I am sure of that. Now, I have taken a decision in the Lord, after having 
recommended myself much to God, which will help her as a great proof and for my greater assurance, in 
order to know whether we have gold or lead.
Details are always more startling. A pious and learned ecclesiastic writes me of stupendous things, but I 
have observed that in some instances the lights do not withstand testing. Am I to expose myself to the dan-
ger of seeing some trick explode? No way! These are souls who have need of a director nearby and with the 
qualities listed above, not a poor wretch like me, so burdened with tasks. Seeing that things are so secret and 
in her alone, etc., and they are sealed with a thousand seals, do not speak about me any more in this regard, 
etc. That is what fidelity asks.
I pray the gentle Jesus will accompany you on your way and in your works, especially in your preaching 
in Venice. I assure you I will share with you my poor prayers with the desire that your heart is turned more 
and more toward heaven, and that your prayer is continual by means of holy interior recollection, and that 
you be clothed in the holy pains of Jesus. I am writing in a hurry and leave you in the loving Heart of Jesus. 
While asking you not to forget me in your private prayers, I declare myself with all my soul from a true 
heart,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
284. Paul wrote to Mugnani earlier about Sister Agnes and her intention to form a community of nuns who would be joined to the 
Passionists. Paul remarks on the need for a director who can work more closely with those who are visionaries.


