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Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (52)

San Angelo

September 7, 1751283

J.C.P.

Your Excellency,
I cannot express with my pen the degree to which my heart feels itself ever more obligated to your piety in 
the always great charity that you continue toward me, especially in the charitable treatment given with so 
much beneficence to our poor religious on their journey to your place. I will not fail to cry out to the Most 
High in my cold prayers that His Divine Majesty render you an eternal reward.
The missions preached in Giuliano and Prossedi were blessed by the Lord with abundant fruit. In each place 
a retreat was conducted for the clergy. There remains only to pray the divine mercy that he level the power 
of our common enemy so that he does not sow weeds and ruin so much good.
It is probable that shortly after Christmas there will be an occasion for your brother Signore Cavaliere to 
exercise his charity for me and a companion on my journey, which I hope to make to Terracina. In that way 
there will be given him greater opportunities of merit in the exercise of mercy toward us poor ones. You will 
enrich yourself with greater graces and treasures of merits in the ordination to the diaconate of three of our 
good religious, who are truly servants of Jesus Christ. God knows with what reluctance I have seen them 
transferred from this Retreat where they were continuing their studies. But necessity forced me to do that.
I end with my face in the dust and at your feet, asking for your holy prayers and holy pastoral blessing. With 
profound reverence I affirm I am truly,
Your devoted, respectful, humble servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
283. This letter is probably dated incorrectly. Paul continues on at San Angelo until at least October 1, when he writes Zelli. On 
October 13 Paul is at San Sosio, beginning a mission at Giuliano on October 20. In a letter to Fossi on December 6, Paul men-
tions that he finally returned to San Angelo on Thursday, December 2. Rather than September 7, this letter was probably written 
December 7.


