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Passionist Religious (5)281

San Angelo

August 19, 1751

Paul of the Cross,
General Superior and Servant,
To Our Dear Brothers and Sons in Jesus Christ Who Make Up the Family of the Holy Retreat of N.,
Charity, Grace, Peace, and Blessings in the Lord Forever:
Having always known in the Lord that the great work of our poor Congregation of the Holy Passion of 
Jesus Christ, planted by the Mercy of the Most High in the vineyard of his Church and on the evangelical 
field in these very dangerous times in which vice triumphs with such great offense to the Sovereign Maj-
esty, there ought to be born assiduous, fervent, and humble prayers, supported by a living faith, constant 
hope, and ardent charity, to move the Love of the great Heavenly Father to use this great mercy for the 
misery of the world by bringing to perfection the work his infinite goodness had begun by raising it to 
the solemn vows so that it might expand to all the earth with greater prosperity and blessing, and so that 
there might be everywhere holy workers, who, like sounding trumpets enlivened by the Holy Spirit, might 
arouse souls sleeping in sin through the preaching of the pains of the Son of God, Christ Jesus, so that with 
compunction they might weep salutary tears of penitence, and with the continual, devout meditation on 
these same pains they might rise to an ever greater, holy love of God, living devoutly in accord with their 
state; for that reason and moved by the holy light referred to above, which the Divine Goodness has given 
every time we had recourse in the years gone by to the Holy See for the approbation of our holy Rules, we 
always and constantly asked for the grace of solemn vows. However, in this regard it has pleased the Lord 
to inspire the Sovereign Pontiff to grant only the favor of simple vows, along with the approval of the holy 
Rules, which all of you know, because we are a newly born Congregation. But there are the examples of the 
Croziers,282 the Ministers for the Sick, the Fathers of the Society of the Pius Schools, and others, which 
at their beginning had only simple vows and in the passage of time were raised to solemn vows. Now that, 
thanks to the Lord, our Congregation is growing in both the number of its members and in the number of 
its Retreats, and, in addition, there are requests for new foundations in other regions, and since we have a 
serious necessity for priestly members in order to establish and provide for such foundations, hence you 
easily see how necessary is the favor of solemn vows so that our Congregation may have the privileges as 
other orders, especially to be able to ordain its members with the title of holy poverty, which we profess to 
the greater glory of the Lord.
Since such a treasure of graces must come immediately from the divine mine of the mercy of the Most 
High, therefore, you, dearest sons, all united in charity, must cry in prayer day and night so that His Divine 
Majesty may grant this grace. Ask for this grace with lively faith and do not hesitate. Hold for certain that 
you obtain it through Jesus Christ our Lord. Present to the great Father his suffering Son, and tell him the 
greater part of the world lives forgetful of his holy Passion, and therefore His Majesty is so offended. Tell 
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him that, if the world does not merit the visit of such a sublime mercy, Jesus Christ does merit it. There 
ought not continue in the world, I will put it that way, such a diabolical ingratitude and forgetfulness. Offer 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament to the Eternal Father, especially after Communion, and ask him for love of 
Jesus not to deny us this grace. Say what love prompts you to say, using Mary Most Holy, Saint Michael 
the Archangel, Saint Joseph, Saint Mary Magdalene, and all the angels and saints as intercessors, relying 
especially on the sorrows of Mary. Pray, pray, dearest brothers, but pray in faith and never doubt.
So that your prayers may be heard, be humble of heart, lovers of the denial of your own will, meek, patient, 
highly united in true charity, exact in obeying, clear in conscience in conferences and confession, simple 
as babes, interpreting in a good sense the action of your brothers, having a good opinion of everyone and 
a poor opinion of self. Above all, be most exact in observing the holy Rules, taking account of everything, 
even the least, and maintain silence, which is the golden key that protects the treasury of virtues.
In giving the customary blessing each evening, we ask Father Rector to recommend to all that they make 
their prayer with great fervor, and that priests beseech His Divine Majesty every morning in their Holy Mass-
es, and in the usual discipline add the collect, “For Any Necessity,” which begins, “God, our refuge, etc.”
And, above all, let each one cry out to the Lord for your unworthy General Superior, who confesses that 
he is the guilty one. It is because of his sins and ingratitude that issuance of this exalted grace is blocked to 
the great hurt of the Congregation. So, dear ones, pray that God may be appeased and look on the General 
Superior with an eye of mercy so that he may weep day and night for his transgressions and in the future be 
a mirror of observance so as not to ruin the universal good of the Congregation. Let us pray, finally, from 
the sweet Jesus his most copious blessings. Amen.
Paul of the Cross, General Superior
Given from the holy Retreat of San Angelo in Vetralla.

___________________________________________________________________
281. This is a circular letter requesting prayers that the Congregation receive all the privileges of a fully established institute in 
the Church, namely as an order. Again Paul stresses the apostolic goal of the Community. Perhaps he was reflecting on writing 
this letter to all the religious when he wrote the previous letter two days earlier to Lucy Berlini. Or perhaps his writing to Lucy 
clarified his thinking on the reasons the Congregation should become an order.

282. We do not know to which of the various cross-bearing orders this refers.


