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John Anthony Lucattini (6)

San Angelo

August 17, 1751

J.C.P.

My Dear and Beloved Friend in Jesus Christ,
About the reasons you give me regarding the withdrawal of Lucy from her former confessor, I see them 
coming from a good and holy intention; however, I also see that we need to go slowly in writing, as I said, to 
the aforementioned N., since it seems to me it would be a miracle, so to speak, to induce him to be persuad-
ed. He is a good churchman, but that goal — high, pure, naked, abstracted from all things created — not 
everyone has their sight so pure as to reach there, except the soul of elevated prayer and mystically dead to 
what is not God. So we have the goal, but not the means.
God will let him know in time that the work in such a soul is all of God, and I desire more than ever that 
she continue to have Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament take up his abode in her virginal breast. So I ask you 
to speak to the curate, since I am happy that he goes along with his bishop and pastor. That conversation 
should be just between the two of you in great secrecy and with heavenly prudence.
Let him know briefly my own judgment of the holy way of life of Lucy, seeing it is sixteen years that I have 
served her soul and without any breaks. I have found her faithful in the virtue of purity of conscience and 
steadfastness with her Divine Spouse, etc. Give an understanding that the curate will never let on to Lucy 
that he has been given information from me. Nor should he show he has a high opinion of her, keeping her 
humble. For as long as we are in the prison of the body, it is necessary to fear and tremble.
Let her understand in charity that the Holy Communions are being accorded her because she is weak and 
imperfect, and that without Jesus she would fall into an abyss of evil — and this is the plain truth. Use 
holy prudence so that she remains at peace with the former confessor. If possible, take care that she go to 
Communion early in the morning when there are no people in church, as after the first Mass. It would be 
charitable of her not to inconvenience the curate.
Lucy could approach the confessor once or twice a week, but go to Communion every day on my con-
science. They know the decree of the Sacred Congregation of the Council that allows confessors the care 
with regard to daily Communion, since these have insight into the inner life for the advantage of souls, etc. 
He is a poor example who has not read that decree and is able to read it. I know, however, that such things 
happen. Oh! that God would renew the fervor of early Christianity when people communicated every morn-
ing, as ordered by Saint Anacletus! Oh, may it please the Lord that there be many souls, such as Lucy, so 
that they would be the delight of the Heart of Jesus! Enough now! Let them recommend me to God, for I 
have need of that. The lights I have regarding myself, oh, how I place myself beneath the feet of Lucifer! 
…, and there I place myself, trusting, nonetheless, in the Lord. I am enclosing this note for Lucy. You may 
continue your conduct for it goes well. With regard to school, make a bit more prayer on that, and then we 
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will come to a decision, etc. I embrace you in the Lord.
If then His Divine Majesty inspires Lucy to have me write the confessor, let me know and I will do it, since 
she would be so inspired.
I add as a rule of holy prudence: the wisdom of the saints is prudence.
If Lucy is asked by the ordinary confessor about her manner of prayer, lights, and so on, she may respond 
that she places herself before God as a dirty old woman, unworthy of any concern, and she tries to unite 
herself with God by means of the sufferings of Jesus Christ, and with regard to lights she is an ignorant 
woman and does not know how to explain herself. She is to say that it is a great mercy of God that poor 
Paul understands her because of his long experience with her, and he has told her not to speak of her fool-
ishness. In that way she can satisfy the confessor and not stifle her spirit. Otherwise, if a conference were 
held without permission from on high, oh, how upset and disturbed would her spirit be for a while! Guide 
yourself in accord with your own inner lights.
Pray that the curate, her ordinary confessor, if the former confessor, Father Dominic, asks him about Lucy, 
which I do not want to believe, will tell him in brief and efficacious words that she is very grateful for his 
prayers, and the reason she left him was according to God. When the Lord shall will, he will make him 
understand. If he wants to know, etc., after Lucy will have prayed, after Holy Communion, outside of con-
fession, and in the chapel with modest and serene countenance and subdued voice, let her tell him in the 
Lord that for holy ends she did what God wanted, etc. It seems to me I have said everything.
Your affectionate, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


