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Lucy Burlini (4)280

San Angelo

August 17, 1751

Jesus

My Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
How did you spend the Feast of the Assumption? If you celebrated a holy feast, you would know with great-
er knowledge your horrible nothingness by knowing that, if God let you go on your own for one moment, 
you would fall into an abyss of evil and make yourself worse than a Turk.
You are a miracle of Divine Mercy, and you need to thank the very earth that it supports you and does not 
swallow you up in its depths. Oh, Lucy, blessed daughter, if God had given just one of his little graces from 
the superabundant grace he has given to you to an assassin or a Jew or a Turk, would they not be a great 
saint by now? It is true. So abase yourself all the more in your nothingness, you ungrateful creature, and 
from now on be more faithful than in the past to your Divine Spouse! But Father, you say, how can I do 
this? Now I will tell you.
First, all humbled and concentrated in your nothingness, in your being able to do nothing, having nothing, 
knowing nothing, but with a high confidence in the Lord, you must lose yourself entirely in the abyss of the 
infinite love of God, which is entirely a flame of love. “Our God is a consuming fire.” Father John Antho-
ny will explain that for you. There in that immense fire let your imperfect self be consumed entirely to be 
reborn to a new godlike life, a life entirely of love, a life entirely holy. This Divine Birth takes place in the 
Divine Word, Christ Our Lord.
Note that this divine work takes place in the most intimate part of your spirit, in the deepest room, etc. So, 
dead mystically to all that is not God, and with highest abstraction from every created being, enter all alone 
into that sacred interior solitude of the sacred desert. This entry is made by an annihilation. It is made with 
faith and holy love, with a high detachment from all sensible pleasure, however holy it might be. One must 
never look at that or take repose in that. Every time this holy turning inward or interior withdrawal occurs, 
standing in sacred silence of faith and love, the soul is reborn every moment to a new life of love in the 
Divine Word, whom she always hears and loves, etc. Oh, how much I would like to say!
But I have gone too far, and who knows whether you have understood me. But what am I saying? His Di-
vine Majesty would not have had me write in this way if he did not wish to have you understand; and I know 
your way of life. Oh Lucy! how obligated you are to God! Oh, how humble you ought to be, charitable 
with everyone, meek, patient, with a good opinion of all except of yourself. Oh! what a lover of silence you 
should be, of being withdrawn, fleeing ease, but working and being silent and staying close to God within, 
as I said above. All the work I have spoken about happens in the interior solitude, in the temple of the soul, 
in the kingdom of God, which is the soul itself. More is learned by being silent, in the holy silence of faith 
than by speaking, etc. In that solitude the new godlike life comes to birth, that is to say, a holy life. The 
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Divine Spouse leads you to fish in the sea of the holy sufferings; so fish, my daughter, and allow yourself to 
be entirely penetrated with love and with sorrow, and make the pains of Jesus your own.
In this great sea of the holy Passion you may fish for the pearls of all the virtues of Jesus Christ. This divine 
fishing in the great sea of the pains of the Son of God takes place without leaving the solitude of internal 
silence. Jesus will teach you everything if you will be very humble and dead to everything. In this sea of 
the holy Passion cry to God for me and for the Congregation. After Holy Communion offer to the Eternal 
Father his gentle Son, praying that he expand this work across the whole world and raise it to solemn vows, 
and do this every day. Oh, my blessed daughter, if you knew the straits in which I find myself, especially 
with ordinations of candidates. It is necessary to go begging under the title of common table. His Holiness 
has granted eight or twelve, and now we are at an end, and I know the pope is reluctant to concede more 
for the Congregation at its beginnings. Besides, there is need to fight in order to obtain dimissorials from 
bishops who are far away. Oh, how many difficulties! I do everything for love of God. But my lights are for 
solemn vows, and I have constantly asked for them. But for now all we are granted and approved for are 
simple vows.
Truly the Holy See acted this way with Saint Camillus de Lellis, the Scolopians, and others; and afterwards 
raised them to solemn vows. Cry out then, and let us grab the grace with our hand. Let Mary Most Holy, 
Saint Michael the Archangel, Saint Joseph, and all the angels and saints intercede for us. Take care not to 
be a coward, for now is the time, etc. With faith, humility, charity and assiduous prayer all will be won, for 
this is meant to be the prize of prayer. You poor little one, humble yourself much, seeing that His Divine 
Majesty does me the honor to grant you a share in the prayers for a work so exalted.
I tell you even further that, if we do not obtain this favor, that work which God made known to you under 
the symbol of the doves will never be achieved and cannot go ahead. Do you understand me?
Even more, there will never be the possibility of expansion and never will we have fine candidates of great 
ability. So you see it is necessary to cry out to obtain this favor. Offer the suffering Jesus to the Father. Tell 
him that, if the world does not deserve this visit of his mercy, Jesus does merit it. Tell him this and speak to 
him frankly, but with profound reverence, etc., for the world goes on forgetful of the pains of Jesus, which 
are the miracle of miracles of the love of God. Pray that God send his servants from this Congregation to 
sound the trumpet of holy preaching to awaken the world, so much asleep, and, above all, pray that God be 
appeased with me, for I know clearly that I am the reason that holds back the tremendous grace. The Holy 
Spirit will teach you. Keep all this quiet. Jesus bless you and make you as holy as I desire. Amen.
These things which I am confiding to your heart must remain secret, and treat of them only with God. Father 
John Anthony ought to support you from the holy altar, for that is more important than anything. If he does 
not do it, we will have an accounting.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
280. Paul begs Lucy to pray that the pope will establish the Institute as a religious order with solemn vows, the privilege of 
ordaining the religious with the tile of poverty, extension of the Order throughout the world, the right to have a branch for nuns, 
etc. Paul does not want all this simply to have his Community fully established, but that as an order it would be able to work for 
the good of the Church everywhere and till the end of time. Paul’s apostolic purpose in founding the Congregation is powerfully 
stated. In this letter Paul refers to the vision Lucy had of “the doves” who symbolize the Passionist nuns.


