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Thomas Fossi (42)

San Angelo

August 4, 1751

J.C.P.

Dear Thomas, My Beloved Son in Jesus Christ,
I received in the ordinary post your welcome letter. But you should not write addresses in Latin for you 
make mistakes in the meanings.
The death of Sister Colomba was very precious in the sight of the Lord, as I trust, but not outwardly. How-
ever, she was buried in a double casket as a servant of the Lord, but showed no sign, for she wished always 
to be hidden out of her great humility. So I fully believe she obtained that favor even in death.
I confess with all sincerity that you are predicting so many things as I read in your letter. You should know, 
my dear Signore Thomas, that you are exposing yourself to a thousand deceptions. I tell you in truth that 
these predictions have in them nothing of the spirit of Jesus Christ. In this particular case, I even see they 
belong to your own imagination, and the interior feelings are coming from that nature as pure illusions of 
the enemy. So in all occasions, when such false lights come, immediately banish them and keep yourself in 
your smallness at the feet of the Lord, like a beggar.
With regard to the convent, I believe you are thinking more about yourself than about me, for I am very 
distant from that. Right now, I feel far from that soul, and although I believe she is very good, I still feel 
compelled to keep my distance in order to know the Will of God better. These are completely works of God, 
and we ought not do more than humble ourselves and wait. Who could ever discover the secrets of the Most 
High. Where should such a work start and when will it be? I, for my part, do not wish to inquire, nor do I 
wish to know. I want to stay in my detachment and prepare myself for death.
You are wrong when you tell me that my religious are aware of my small troubles. That is not true. Exter-
nally, I show myself as happy with others and as secret as I can be. I am most jealous to keep them secret so 
that God alone knows them. Nor do I wish to be compassionated by anyone. My religious can be aware of 
my small external troubles, such as the adversities regarding the foundations, the fatigues of continual wea-
riness from letters, the journeys, missions, and so on, but for the rest they know nothing at all. The sweet 
interior cries to the Divine Will, the counsel given to others on occasion of their internal suffering, etc.
I am sorry about the self-deception of your wife. Tell her to get rid of her scruples and believe that her con-
fessions are well made. She should beware of repeating even one word; otherwise, she will not have peace. 
It is the damned devil who suggests her confessions were bad. I know what I am saying. She has confessed 
well and should be quiet and obey.
With regard to your daughter in the convent, I leave you free to take her out or not. You know her mind. I 
think she is a good young woman, but I do not think she is made for the convent. That daughter does not 
have a vocation to be a nun in Piombino or elsewhere. She has not written anything of this to me, but I know 
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it is so, if I am not mistaken. You will be able to know her better since she will not hide anything from her 
father.
Oh, how much I rejoice in the goodness and devotion of your children! Take care of them, Thomas, for they 
will be saints.
I ask you again and again to keep yourself in humility of heart, in a deep detachment from all that is not 
God. What do you want with these thoughts about holy souls and about that of B., etc.? Let these disap-
pear. Such things impede your pure recollection in God. Oh, how much our spirit needs to be purified and 
detached from everyone, no matter how holy they may be. I admit to you the truth, when I have communi-
cation in spirit with any soul, and in the Congregation, I am in communication with all, since all these are 
servants of the Lord who are tending toward high perfection. But in truth I lose sight of all of them in God, 
and in God and for God I love them. But I sense a great distancing. I say the same thing to you for that soul. 
Oh, how detached I judge myself! Thanks to God I am thinking of letting her direction lapse if God wills 
that, for I know my inability, and such souls have need of an Alcantara or Bernard.
With regard to continence, I come back to what I have always written. I am of the same mind.
With regard to going to confession, make the confession of your shortcomings with humility, plainness, 
clarity, and brevity; but do not go into the past, for you have made good general confessions. Burn up your 
scruples in the fire of holy love.
I am not happy with what you said to Sister Cherubina, that she should be the first stone, etc. Do you not see 
that these are deceptions? From this you should learn to cut off such ideas and never make anything out of 
them. She has not written me anything about this, but on my part I am telling you to guard against all such 
predictions, which will land you in great deceit. Oh, how much I insist on that! Cut them off like the plague.
Your desires for great perfection, accompanied by great humility and confidence in God and distrust of self, 
are excellent.
The fifty Masses will be celebrated punctually in accord with your pious intentions. I do not know how to 
express my lively gratitude for the great charity you continue. May God reward you.
Jesus bless you and your wife and children, along with all your household, and make you all saints. Greet 
your uncle and all for me in the Lord, and I am from the heart,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


