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Father Nicholas Zaniel (1)279

San Angelo

July 31, 1751

J.C.P.

Reverend Father,
Rather than causing me to mourn, your requesting me in your honest letter for a precise account of the pre-
cious death of Brother James, your worthy brother, has rather given me reason to congratulate myself. His 
precious death took place last year on the Vigil of the Feast of the Assumption of the Virgin into heaven. He 
lived a holy religious life and closed his last days of exemplary living with as holy a death.
Both from this fact, as from various happenings, we have a sign that we must believe he is already in secure 
possession of paradise. But the best sign was his regular observance.
I would not know how at this time to fulfill your fervent desire to have some memory of him that we could 
send to you there. In addition to having nothing at hand at this moment, I have no way to proceed to dis-
cover any of his effects. All the more so since our dear brother had already dispersed everything. Let us for 
now leave the entire care to God, for he will know that in accord with the designs of his eternal and Divine 
Good Pleasure, he brings about his glory at the right time and in whatever happens. It remains for you to 
recommend me in your prayers to God, and for me to work with others to fulfill your honorable wishes. As 
I kiss your sacred hands, I declare I am, and will always be, with sincere veneration and invariable esteem,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
279. Zaniel, curate of Stirvia, is the brother of Brother James of Saint Aloysius, who was born in Switzerland in 1714; he took 
vows in the Congregation in 1743. He died on August 14, 1750. Brother James’ cause for beatification has been started.


