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Girolama Ercolani (19)

San Angelo

July 31, 1751

J.C.P.

My Esteemed Girolama,
I am answering your letter that I received last night in the post, and I tell you that you have reason to rejoice 
in the Lord. First, for the happy passage from this life to blessed eternity, as I strongly hope, of your de-
ceased husband. Second, for the protection of the blessed God over your family. Third, for being left more 
burdened with crosses, since this is the great gift that God grants his servants. For the one who suffers with 
patience and resignation is made more like Jesus Christ.
Cast aside the temptation of displeasure at being left a widow and thank God, for now, as Saint Paul says, 
your heart is no longer divided, but your love is completely for our dear Jesus.
With regard to the other temptations, spurn them, make nothing of them, for you have not committed the 
least sin, but you have gained merit. So there is no need to confess anything in order not to foster scruples.
Jesus Christ thinks about your daughters. You must believe that they will be provided for. Put all your trust 
in that Divine Savior and do not fail to do your part, especially in the holy upbringing, as you have done 
until now. Have them make prayer and never leave off that work. Hold as very certain that they will be well 
provided for. I am not losing sight of, nor will I lose sight of, your house in my poor prayers, especially for 
your person. Be of good heart, for God loves you and will assist you always. Things will go as well as when 
the doctor was living. Now he lives a better life in God. I greet the canon and all his household, and I leave 
you in the loving heart of Jesus,
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


