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Maria Johanna Venturi Grazi (2)278

San Angelo

July 29, 1751

J.C.P.

Illustrious Lady,
I read with edification your letter concerning that poor creature Agnes, for whom I could only recommend 
her to the Lord in my poor prayers. You will do more than I could do. So I ask you to strongly exhort your 
sister, and tell her on my behalf, that, if, God forbid, she were the cause that this poor daughter should once 
more go bad, she would have to give an account of that at the Divine Judgment. So if she wishes to have the 
blessing of heaven on her family, let her take care of her sister, let her be compassionate towards her, accept 
her as among the good with meekness, for that is what Jesus Christ has taught. Jesus Christ will accept as 
done to him the care extended to her sister, so let her think herself fortunate and believe that the devil has 
raised such an uproar in order to gather in his net our poor Agnes. For that evil one knows that, if he can 
capture her once more, it will be a fine trophy for hell. Let her be careful what she does.
With regard to what you tell me of Don Athanasius, I had already foreseen that. You know all the exhorta-
tions I gave him, and they have had no result. Oh, God! Talk to Father Fulgentius, for I am too far away. I 
ask you to be sure you are alone — God and you. Detach yourself from everything and follow your exer-
cises even more than at first. Keep your room free for yourself so you can be there at the right times to treat 
with God in holy prayer.
Do not mix in with others more than is necessary; let them raise their own children; show great charity to all 
with great meekness and much patience. But first of all, and above all else, concentrate on your perfection. 
Count every day as the last one of your life so that this thought will stimulate you to holy perfection. I rec-
ommend holy interior recollection to you as I have said so many times. You have wonderful opportunities 
to practice the holy virtues, especially humility, charity, patience, and love of self-contempt.
Signora Maria Johanna, God wants you to be holy. Do not lose time; embrace every occasion the Lord of-
fers. If Don Athanasius brings his wife into the house or not, you are not to utter a single word on the issue, 
but abandon yourself entirely to the Will of God. Mind your own business and let the dead bury their dead. 
Willingly stay in your room, go to church on time, even ahead of time, and go alone with your maid or with 
Magdalene, and remain as long as you have need. I say this so that you may have your freedom and not re-
turn to the vanities and other distractions that your surroundings may occasion, etc. If occasion should arise, 
be not ashamed to be in their company, etc., in order to exercise holy humility of heart and self-contempt, 
which please God so much.
Magdalene wrote me two lines, but in order not to multiply letters and because of my many occupations, 
have the goodness to tell her that, if I had found a door open in any holy place, I would have acted, but I 
have not. So she needs to unite herself to the Will of the Lord and continue her exercises so that when God 
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wills, she will be consoled. One can become holy anywhere. It suffices to be faithful in the practice of virtue 
and never omit the means which are prayers, continual recollection, the sacraments, and all the rest that has 
been taught her.
Let them recommend me to the Lord, and I leave you in the pure Heart of Jesus. With profound respect and 
esteem I again claim to be,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
278. Johanna is the sister-in-law of Agnes Grazi. The Agnes mentioned here is not Agnes Grazi of earlier letters, who had died 
some years before.


