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Reverend Master General Mugnani (1)277

Soriano

June 24, 1751

Leaving June 24.

J.C.P.

Very Reverend Father,
With complete submission of my poor spirit and joy of heart, I read your esteemed letter, which I received 
yesterday on my arrival at this holy Retreat. If Anthony comes, I will not fail to share with him the holy and 
prudent advice you offer regarding perseverance in his first vocation, which I, although blind, totally agree 
with such true and solid advice.
With regard to Sister Maria Agnes, since I have never agreed with her ideas regarding the union she wants 
with our poor Institute, I feel myself more and more opposed to that, for it seems to me, I am convinced, 
unless I am mistaken, that she wants to function with force of arms because of her strong but hidden imag-
ination. So I pray “in the heart of Christ” that you let her know I do not feel, nor have I ever felt, such an 
inspiration Therefore, she should not dare take up in Rome or elsewhere talking about such a project, for I 
am always opposed since His Divine Majesty does not allow me to understand her project.
In regard to reform of the priests that she speaks about, she knows well what I told her, and that I did not 
approve. The lights that she had did not seem to stand up under testing and seem to have come from her 
imagination. I told her that in Naples there was already a congregation of good priests under the title of 
Blessed Sacrament, approved with an apostolic brief, and other congregations of priests doing this work of 
reform of the clergy. Oh, good God! Do we not have the Priests of the Missions, the Oratory of Saint Philip, 
the Pious Workers, and many others in many parts of Christendom? Sister Agnes is a good religious, but her 
lights need close examination.
I have not directed a soul like hers except for some counsel in passing, which I ought to deny no one. I hope 
I have put this into practice. Please, out of pure charity, rid her of what she expects from her idea. You know 
that I conferred with you about her in utmost secrecy. Next to the sacraments, I esteem the importance of 
observance; on that account, I have no doubts. The point is that I am absolutely opposed to her plans. I wish 
to do the Will of God in every event that His Divine Majesty will present to me. These are not affairs to 
be conducted with force of arms. Let us remain in our nothingness and await the breath of the Holy Spirit 
to carry us where he will, doing our part with devout preparation and with continual exercise of the holy 
virtues and prayer, etc. I believe that Sister Agnes would do well to function in this way.
I did assist, by the Mercy of God, Sister Colomba. I administered the holy sacraments to her and up until the 
last moment I announced the divine word to her. But in a way I cannot express, my poor spirit was united 
to hers when I spoke to her in spirit, praying on my knees at her sickbed. I fully believe she died in the act 
of praying, lost in her nothingness, but all immersed in God. The work has remained secret, but her death 
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was precious, without any outward signs, for she asked that grace of her Divine Spouse, and had asked for 
a long time. Oh, what a great soul! I always regarded her so from the time I came to know her. She was a 
miracle of such patience, which has become a perfect work.
The servant of God was buried in a double casket and sealed by the Ordinary, who so ordered the archpriest 
of the cathedral and the chancellor. I had something to do with that.
Please pardon any mistakes. As I write I am not well and “without mentioning what is hidden within.” Live 
our gentle Jesus. I recommend myself much to your hidden prayers, and I ask you to bless me as I kiss your 
sacred hands.
If Sister Agnes has gone to Rome, I ask you to write her my opinions, and that I am in no way inspired by 
her ideas, and that she should not write me, but pray for me.
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
277. We do not have any special information about Master Mugnani, General Superior of the Dominicans, but there is preserved 
a second letter to him, dated September 11 of this same year. Mugnani was at Nepi when he received this letter and going to 
Venice when Paul wrote the second letter. This correspondence is about a Sister Maria Agnes who wants to start a community 
or has started a community, which she now wishes to unite to Paul’s Congregation. Paul’s reactions are interesting and show his 
carefulness in not accepting the “messages” of every “mystic.” He also mentions Sister Angela Maria Colomba Leonardi of the 
Carmel in Vetralla. Paul had known this holy religious for many years. He ministered to her before her death and insisted that she 
be buried in a double and sealed casket. He mentions her death in several other letters at this time.


