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John Anthony Lucattini (2)

San Angelo

May 25, 1751

Leaving for Soriano.

J.C.P.

Beloved Son in Jesus Christ,
Look how your obedience makes me speak, and I wish to offer that obedience to everything you ask. Fidel-
ity, my dear one, fidelity! Oh, what high divine work the Sovereign Lord has begun in your soul! Oh, what 
a great work! “Your works are marvelous,” holy David will say, “and my soul knows it well.” Your prayer 
is going very well and the effects it is producing make you know that it is in accord with the doctrine of the 
saints. The principal point consists in stealing nothing from the Lord. That is done by the knowledge we 
have from holy faith of our horrible nothingness: to have nothing, be able to do nothing, to know nothing. 
When the soul, illumined by faith, knows this plain truth, it allows this horrible nothing to disappear in the 
Infinite All that is God. Now, dear one, continue your prayer in this manner. Prayer is to be made not in our 
mode, but in that of the Holy Spirit, who is the Sovereign Master.
The dispositions for this high celestial prayer are the following: genuine abstraction, perfect nudity, and 
recollection, that is, a high abstraction from everything that is not God, a perfect despoiling of everything 
sensible and without ever following one’s own enjoyment, even spiritual — a thing dangerous to the highest 
degree — seeking only God, remaining in interior solitude and immersed in the Infinite Good, and keeping 
oneself from a subtle anxiousness of spirit that secretly wants to know what is happening in the interior 
realm. From that could come a dangerous situation, worse than I can express, that is, to admire one’s inner 
beauty, etc. So when the soul senses this, it must plunge itself into its nothingness, and there let such gazing 
and secret curiosity perish.
If you wish to be safe, enter into the divine solitude through the gate that is Jesus Christ and his Passion, 
but without images, in pure faith. Having done that, allow your soul to repose in God with a sweet loving 
attention in the sacred silence of faith and love.
The Holy Spirit will teach you everything; for now I say no more. I repeat that things are going well, plunge 
ahead, be faithful, detached from everything, including spiritual conferences, which should be short in order to 
allow the spirit to reenter more profoundly into the interior kingdom to adore the Most High in spirit and truth.
In time you will know in God what His Majesty wants from you, for you will not go to paradise alone. Con-
tinue with discretion and prudence your holy conferences with Lucy, which have rejoiced you and greatly 
renewed you, but with a deep detachment. God and nothing else. Assist her by regulating her Communions 
with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. I desire that she never omit that when possible.
Read very clearly to her what I have written in the enclosed letter to Lucy, but everything is to be a great 
secret between us in the Lord. If you write, address: “Soriano Retreat of San Eutizio.” I will be there until 
June 12 or 14.
Jesus make you a great saint, as I desire and hope. Pray for me. Amen. May the Lord bless us.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


