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Dominic Costantini (6)

San Angelo

April 5, 1756

J.C.P.

Dear Sir,
I am obliged to inform you that despite all care taken that one of ours could come there, according to your 
pious desire, it has not been possible since impediments constantly set in. Father John Baptist is so sick that 
he cannot go with me on missions after Easter, but he is in for a long cure at the Retreat of Toscanella, which 
is more convenient for the roots and herbs needed for the decoction. The others are heavily occupied. If we 
wished to send the vice rector, he is involved with the ordinands. Now we are in Holy Week when everyone 
must be in the Retreat. You will have the consolation of Father Mark Aurelius, who, I hope, will leave from 
the Mount about May 10, or a bit later, since he needs to help out in Vetralla for the mission which begins 
around May 16 or 17. I, with Father Anthony and two other companions, will be in the diocese of Nepi but 
at a distance there toward Fiano.
Let us come to our business. After having recommend the affair to God, I need to tell you what news I have 
gathered concerning the affairs of our Congregation from letters received from Rome in which I gather that 
it will be close to impossible to bring about the foundation we know of.386 I understood as much in talking 
to a Roman bishop, for I had believed it fell under his ordinary faculties. The major difficulty is that our 
Congregation has not been raised to solemn vows, and it is more than probable that His Holiness will not 
want a convent of nuns established by our Institute until we have received solemn approval. These are the 
reasons that suggest themselves to my little understanding. Besides, there is a letter I received from Rome, 
not on this affair, but for something else looking toward the foundation of a Retreat of ours in that city, 
which I have kept most secret.
Nevertheless, a way may be tried. I would be of the opinion to have a petition presented to His Holiness 
for which I would include the draft, which you could agree on with your brother, the canon, and the bishop, 
asking the bishop that when it pleases him, he would present the petition to some prelate, his friend Cardi-
nal Boschi, secretary of petitions, a very pious prelate, and have him strongly recommend that he present 
it to the pope to obtain an opinion and learn whether it is the Holy Will of God. If His Holiness issues a 
favorable rescript, the work is completed. Otherwise, you ought not to take chances in buying houses and 
other things in vain.
I would say, however, but it is simply my thinking, that such a foundation will not be made by our Institute. 
You could, if God so inspires you, found it under another, such as the Convent of the Divine Love of Mon-
tefiascone, which is truly a very holy Institute of perfect common life without parlors. They teach classes to 
young girls and have mental prayer every morning for the women. Father John Baptist is of a like opinion, 
all the more because he has conducted retreats for them and has a high opinion of them.
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My dear Dominic, give these thoughts a close examination, and go over this letter in great secrecy with your 
good sisters and with the bishop. You will need to consult with them over the report attached to the petition 
and find out if they are in agreement. Let them put it in good form and have it presented, as above.
Prudence requires us to act in this way so that you may not involve yourself in expenses before we are cer-
tain of the will of His Holiness and whether a favorable answer might come. I ask you to greet our canon 
and Signora Lucy. I enclose all of you in the Side of Jesus and affirm I am from the heart,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
386. This is an important letter on the problems Paul experiences in founding a convent for Passionist nuns. It is very clear that 
in seeking solemn vows, he was also seriously thinking of the convent for the nuns as being related to the Institute raised to the 
rank of a religious order. But in order for a community of women to be founded, he was willing to see it without this stipulation.


