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Maria Cherubina Bresciani (42)

San Angelo

April 1, 1756

J.C.P.

Reverend Mother, My Daughter in Christ Jesus,
I received your letter, which came to me by way of Orbetello. I am answering in haste.
God knows how willingly I would serve you by sending you one of our religious for the retreat, but that 
is morally impossible since all are occupied and the distance is too great. I would send that poor old man, 
Father Mark Aurelius, there, but that would be a loss for him since he is ill. So you must make a virtue 
out of necessity and seek other preachers. If the convent were nearer so that he could be taken care of, but 
from here it is more than one hundred twenty miles! With regard to missions, you should remember I have 
more to do than give missions, for I am so burdened, it is impossible for me to accept them. I still have two 
dioceses to bring to completion, and these will be my last missions because, when this three-year term of 
my office is over, I will cease from missions so as to bury myself, granting that I am living, in a Retreat and 
there in profound silence and prayer prepare myself for death.
You should set up a good convent in your interior and keep the cloister with jealousy, remaining always 
in a loving repose in the arms of your divine Heavenly Spouse, burning constantly with love for him. Do 
not forget to pray much for me, for I am in extreme need, and pray for the Congregation in accord with my 
intentions.
I thank you for the charitable greetings from Mother Vicaress and the others. I ask you to return the same in 
the Wounds of Jesus and ask for their devout prayers. In the sacred Side of Jesus I ask for plenteous bless-
ings as, in haste, I affirm I am,
Your useless servant,
Paul of the †


